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OVERVIEW
The global number of confirmed cases of novel coronavirus (COVID-19) is nearing
5.7 million people and more than 354,000 associated deaths have been reported,
according to Johns Hopkins University. Many countries around the world are
moving ahead with the drawdown of restrictions, including in some countries where
the outbreaks may not yet be suppressed. Recently, Latin America has been
outpacing the United States and Europe for daily infection volumes. Although many
countries are seeking to salvage their tourism sectors, the United Nations World
Tourism Organization said on May 27 that it anticipates a 70 percent drop in global
tourism for the whole of 2020, compared to a year prior. Cross-border travel for the
transport of goods is a continued area of concern for many countries that have
seen corresponding paths of virus transmission. The International Labour
Organisation, a United Nations agency, published a report on May 27 with the
finding that an effective system for testing and tracing infections could cut the
volume of lost working hours from illness by up to 50 percent. On May 26, the
International Committee of the Red Cross published a letter calling for the
cessation of cyberattacks targeting medical research and healthcare entities. The
WHO recently warned that up to 80 million babies globally are not receiving
vaccinations due to the pandemic, highlighting the public health risk of broader
disruptions beyond the spread of COVID-19 itself.

Cumulative COVID-19 Cases per 100,000, as of Wednesday, May 27

Source: European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC)

SPREAD OF COVID-19: EUROPE
Reopenings are continuing across Europe with the sustained suppression of COVID-19 outbreaks.
The European Commission has proposed a €750 billion recovery plan for member states, with
€500bn in grants and €250bn in loans. Under the grant scheme, the countries receiving the highest
grant amounts would be Italy (€82bn), Spain (€77bn), France (€39bn), Poland (€37bn), and Germany
(€29). German Chancellor Angela Merkel has cautioned that she does not expect the June summit of
EU leaders to yield approval on the recovery plan, with negotiations anticipated for weeks ahead.
Hard-hit Italy has signaled support for the fund, though Austrian Chancellor Sebastian Kurz described
the proposal as a “starting point for negotiations.” The latest estimate from the European Central
Bank anticipates a shrink of 8-12 percent of the eurozone economy this year.
• As Poland has progressed with easing restrictions, from May 30, people outdoors will no
longer be required to wear a face covering unless they cannot maintain a two-meter (6.5 feet)
distance with others.
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Distribution of New Confirmed COVID-19 Cases Per Day in EU/EEA and UK

Source: European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC)
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Several European countries have recently halted trials or prohibited the prescription of
hydroxychloroquine for COVID-19.
Georgia plans to reopen all stores from June 1, and all restaurants and hotels will be able to
open from June 8 as officials cited socioeconomic concerns for advancing the reopening
process.
Bulgaria is continuing its reopening with the lifting of restrictions on restaurants from June 1 as
the country seeks to reopen in time for the summer season, when vacations to the Black Sea
coast have been popular.
The Hungarian government announced that the prime minister’s rule-by-decree powers will
conclude on June 20, with the end of the state of emergency.
Irish officials said the country has kept COVID-19 under control, citing a declining transmission
rate and, on May 27, raising the prospect that the government may accelerate the phased
easing of restrictions.
The United Kingdom will introduce a two-week quarantine for nearly all travelers entering the
country from June 8, with exemptions for the common travel area (including Ireland), goods
transporters, and medical workers.
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Montenegro’s prime minister declared the country free of COVID-19 on May 25, but a dispute
has emerged with Serbia, as Montenegro has maintained restrictions on Serbians entering the
country due to the rate of infection in Serbia.
Albania has announced the opening of its tourism season from June 1, though there has been
an uptick in new cases in recent days.
Iceland has lowered its alert level to the second of three levels, with more than 99 percent of
infected people in the country classified as recovered.
Cyprus is reopening to foreign tourists throughout June and July, with a phased approach
using a list of nationalities permitted entry which will be continuously reviewed and considers
the status of the outbreak in each country.
The German Chemicals Industry Association (VCI) has cautioned that about 75 percent of
member companies expect falling European revenues this year as a result of the pandemic,
despite a strong first quarter for the sector.
Switzerland is seeking to resume free movement for Schengen zone nationals by July 6, with
the outbreak in the country continuing to slow.
The French government has introduced a US $8.8 billion plan to reinvigorate its automotive
sector, including subsidies for electric and hybrid vehicles as well as funding to convert cars to
less-polluting options. France’s auto industry employs about 400,000 people.
Dutch researchers have reported that at least two workers at mink farms are suspected to
have contracted the virus from minks, potentially becoming the first known animal-to-human
transmissions, according to the World Health Organization.

Updates Around the Region
France
French officials have maintained their calls for the public to observe distancing measures amidst the
eased restrictions and the government has been undertaking a variety of measures to shore up the
economy. Nonetheless, the country’s statistics agency cautioned that there could be an economic
contraction of about 20 percent in the second quarter of 2020. However, the agency said that postlockdown economic activity has been increasing, currently at about “four-fifths of its pre-crisis level,”
and business confidence in May has had a small rise despite a dip in consumer confidence.
Germany
The easing of lockdown measures is continuing in Germany, with Chancellor Merkel and the 16 state
leaders agreeing to maintain social distancing restrictions until June 29, despite some states keen to
lift such measures faster. From June 15, the government will also end its advice against travel to EU
member states, and the lifting of guidance is also expected to apply to non-EU Schengen zone
countries and the United Kingdom. Protests have continued around Germany in relation to COVID-19
and lockdown measures, and concerns persist among officials that the demonstrations are being
used to perpetuate radical ideologies and recruit supporters to such beliefs.
Italy
New cases of COVID-19 in Italy continue to be concentrated in Lombardy. While there has been a
small increase in daily new cases nationally, there has been a sustained decline overall in total active
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cases of COVID-19 in Italy. While Italy’s reopening progresses, the country is still forecast to have an
eight percent drop in GDP this year. The government’s employment policy agency has warned that
500,000 jobs are expected to be lost in the country in 2020 due to the COVID-19 crisis, with only a
partial recovery next year. Pre-crisis employment levels are not anticipated until 2023, according to
the agency. The grim employment data emphasizes the major socioeconomic challenges facing the
country, which had been struggling to institute reforms and reduce debt levels prior to the pandemic.
Persistent economic hardship is likely to fuel a rise in criminal activity, including by organized crime
groups, and manifestations of unrest such as protest activity over the coming months and potentially
years, depending on the pace and nature of recovery.
Russia
The COVID-19 outbreak in Russia remains in a period of stabilization, while the hotspot of Moscow
has had the rate of infection slowing over the past two weeks. Moscow Mayor Sergei Sobynanin
announced on May 27 that the lockdown in the capital will be scaled back from June 1, including the
reopening of non-food stores and select enterprises in the service sector. President Vladimir Putin
declared on May 27 that Moscow had avoided “the worst-case scenario.” Many other regions had
already proceeded with easing restrictions and seeking to mitigate economic hardship. Russia has
more than 370,000 confirmed COVID-19 cases, with daily new cases reported on May 27 at 8,338.
The death toll is nearing 4,000, and continues to draw questions over the substantially lower volume
of deaths compared to similarly hard-hit countries. Putin recently announced that the annual military
parade in Red Square to mark the victory over Nazi Germany will be held on June 24, raising
concerns of the ongoing risk of the virus spreading despite the postponement from May 9.
Spain
Spain has advanced with reopening steps without a notable climb in COVID-19 infections, with all
regions of the country now at least in phase 1 of the reopening process at this time. On May 27,
Spain’s health ministry reported that mortality rates nationwide had increased by 55 percent, or more
than 43,000 deaths, between March 10 and May 10. The deaths were predominantly of people aged
75 or older. Spain has confirmed 27,118 COVID-19 deaths, with the remainder of the more than
43,000 deaths during the defined period not directly linked to COVID-19 at this time. Many people
who died in care homes during the height of the outbreak had not been tested for COVID-19.
However, officials noted that other factors, such as fear of going to a hospital for treatment of an
unrelated medical condition, could have contributed to the increased number of deaths. While the
phased easing of restrictions continues over the coming weeks, additional protest activity over the
response to COVID-19, including restrictions on the public, are likely to continue. Demonstration
activity in the coming months may also focus on economic hardship and unemployment tied to the
COVID-19 downturn. The Spanish Association of Food Banks has reported that food handouts spiked
by 40 percent during the lockdown, with many people seeking aid for the first time.
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Map of Spanish Regions by Lockdown Phase

Source: Spanish Government

United Kingdom
The United Kingdom’s four nations continue to have their own approaches for the easing of lockdown
restrictions, while the outbreak in the UK continues on a sustained gradual decline. A recent flare-up
of controversy over the movements of Dominic Cummings, the prime minister’s chief adviser, has
raised concern that government messages on permitted movement while restrictions remain in effect
may become more muddled, and that there could be greater public resistance to heeding both
restrictions and guidance as a result of the high-profile controversy. England is launching its “test and
trace” program on May 28, while Scotland and Wales are also soon to roll out similar systems and
Northern Ireland already has such a program in effect. Health Secretary Matt Hancock said this week
that future hotspots of outbreaks around England could be addressed with local lockdowns in
conjunction with the testing and tracing operations.
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Confirmed Cases Worldwide as of Wednesday Morning, May 27
Country/Region

May 27

May 19

Country/Region

May 27

May 19

United States
Brazil
Russia
United Kingdom
Spain
Italy
Germany
Turkey
India
France
Iran
Peru
Canada
Mainland China
Chile
Saudi Arabia
Mexico
Pakistan
Belgium
Qatar
Netherlands
Belarus
Ecuador
Bangladesh
Sweden
Singapore
United Arab Emirates
Portugal
Switzerland
Ireland
South Africa
Indonesia
Colombia
Kuwait
Poland
Ukraine

1,681,212
391,222
362,342
265,227
236,259
230,555
179,364
158,762
151,767
145,555
139,511
129,751
86,636
82,992
77,961
76,726
74,560
59,151
57,455
47,207
45,578
38,059
37,355
36,751
34,440
32,343
31,086
31,007
30,678
24,735
24,264
23,165
23,003
22,575
22,074
21,584

1,508,598
254,220
290,678
246,406
231,606
225,886
175,210
150,593
101,139
142,903
122,492
94,933
78,061
82,960
46,059
57,345
51,633
43,966
55,559
33,969
44,141
30,572
33,582
23,870
30,377
28,343
24,190
29,209
30,514
24,200
16,433
18,010
16,295
15,691
18,885
18,616

Egypt
Romania
Israel
Japan
Austria
Dominican Republic
Philippines
Argentina
Afghanistan
Panama
Denmark
South Korea
Serbia
Bahrain
Kazakhstan
Czech Republic
Algeria
Norway
Nigeria
Oman
Malaysia
Morocco
Armenia
Moldova
Bolivia
Australia
Ghana
Finland
Cameroon
Iraq
Azerbaijan
Honduras
Luxembourg
Sudan
Guatemala
Hungary

18,756
18,429
16,757
16,651
16,497
15,264
14,669
13,215
11,831
11,447
11,428
11,265
11,227
9,366
9,304
9,050
8,697
8,364
8,344
8,118
7,604
7,577
7,402
7,305
7,136
7,133
7,117
6,628
5,362
4,848
4,403
4,401
3,995
3,976
3,954
3,793

12,764
17,036
16,621
16,365
16,179
12,725
12,718
8,358
7,072
9,726
10,968
11,078
10,699
7,184
6,751
8,586
7,201
8,249
6,175
5,379
6,941
6,952
4,823
6,138
4,263
7,060
5,735
6,380
3,292
3,554
3,287
2,798
3,947
2,591
2,001
3,556

Source: European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC), and various media outlets
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Confirmed Cases Worldwide as of Wednesday Morning, May 27
Country/Region

May 27

May 19

Country/Region

May 27

May 19

Guinea
Uzbekistan
Puerto Rico
Senegal
Tajikistan
Thailand
Greece
Democratic Republic of
the Congo
Cote dIvoire
Djibouti
Bulgaria
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Croatia
Gabon
El Salvador
North Macedonia
Cuba
Estonia
Iceland
Somalia
Lithuania
Kyrgyzstan
Slovakia
Slovenia
Maldives
Kenya
Sri Lanka
Venezuela
Haiti
Guinea Bissau
New Zealand
Lebanon
Mali
Hong Kong
Latvia
Tunisia

3,358
3,333
3,324
3,161
3,100
3,045
2,892

2,796
2,802
2,710
2,544
1,729
3,031
2,836

Equatorial Guinea
Kosovo
Albania
Costa Rica
Niger
Cyprus
Zambia

1,043
1,038
1,029
956
952
939
920

719
955
948
866
909
917
761

2,545

1,629

Paraguay

877

788

2,477
2,468
2,460
2,416
2,244
2,238
2,042
2,015
1,963
1,834
1,804
1,711
1,639
1,520
1,513
1,469
1,438
1,348
1,319
1,211
1,174
1,173
1,154
1,140
1,077
1,065
1,053
1,051

2,119
1,518
2,259
2,303
2,228
1,432
1,413
1,817
1,881
1,784
1,802
1,455
1,547
1,243
1,495
1,466
1,106
912
992
618
533
990
1,153
931
874
1,055
1,009
1,043

Burkina Faso
South Sudan
Uruguay
Nepal
Andorra
Nicaragua
Sierra Leone
Georgia
Jordan
Ethiopia
Chad
Diamond Princess Cruise Ship
Central African Republic
San Marino
Malta
Palestine
Madagascar
Congo
Jamaica
United Republic of Tanzania
Taiwan
Sao Tome and Principe
Togo
Cape Verde
Uganda
Rwanda
Isle of Man
Mauritius

845
806
789
772
763
759
754
732
718
701
700
696
671
666
611
605
586
569
564
509
441
441
391
390
341
339
336
334

796
282
737
375
761
25
519
702
629
352
519
696
336
654
558
567
322
412
520
509
440
246
330
328
260
297
335
332

Source: European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC), and various media outlets
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Confirmed Cases Worldwide as of Wednesday Morning, May 27
Country/Region

May
27

May
19

Country/Region

May
27

May
19

Vietnam
Montenegro
Jersey
Liberia
Mauritania
Eswatini
Guernsey
Yemen
Mozambique
Benin
Myanmar
Faroe Islands
Guam
Gibraltar
Mongolia
Brunei Darussalam
Bermuda
Guyana
Cayman Islands
Cambodia
Syria
Trinidad and Tobago
Aruba
Malawi
Bahamas
Monaco
Barbados
Comoros
Liechtenstein
Sint Maarten
Libya
Angola
United States Virgin Islands
French Polynesia

327
324
307
266
262
261
252
249
213
208
206
187
169
155
148
141
139
139
137
124
121
116
101
101
100
98
92
87
83
77
77
71
69
60

324
324
303
229
81
203
252
130
145
339
191
187
154
147
140
141
125
124
94
122
58
116
101
70
96
97
88
11
83
77
65
48
69
60

Zimbabwe
Macau
Burundi
Eritrea
Botswana
Bhutan
Antigua and Barbuda
Gambia
Timor Leste
Grenada
Northern Mariana Islands
Namibia
Laos
New Caledonia
Belize
Fiji
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Curaçao
Dominica
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Falkland Islands (Malvinas)
Turks and Caicos islands
Holy See
Greenland
Montserrat
Seychelles
Suriname
Papua New Guinea
British Virgin Islands
Bonaire, Saint Eustatius and Saba
Western Sahara
Anguilla
Lesotho

56
45
42
39
35
27
25
25
24
23
22
21
19
18
18
18
18
18
18
16
15
13
12
12
12
11
11
11
8
8
7
6
3
2

46
45
42
39
25
21
25
24
24
22
21
16
19
18
18
18
18
17
16
16
15
13
12
12
11
11
11
11
8
8
6
6
3
1

Source: European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC), and various media outlets
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SPREAD OF COVID-19: ASIA/PACIFIC
The number of new COVID-19 cases in the Asia-Pacific region increased by 24 percent last week to
more than 394,000. Deaths increased by 15 percent to more than 13,000. Countries in East Asia
continue to remain mostly under control. Japan lifted its state of emergency this week, while the
number of new cases being reported from the cluster in China’s northeast has declined. Another
cluster of new cases in South Korea continues to show potential dangers inherent in reopening, but
the affected location has been closed and contact tracing and testing are being carried out. In other
parts of the region, the number of new cases continues to accelerate in Bangladesh, India, and
Indonesia. The outbreak remains under control in Australia and New Zealand. Most countries
throughout the region are continuing moves toward reopening businesses and resuming travel.
East Asia
Japan
• Fewer than 100 new cases per day have been reported in Japan for two weeks now, with most
days seeing fewer than 50.
• The Japanese government lifted its state of emergency nationwide on May 26.
• Beginning on May 27, Japan expanded its entry restrictions to the following countries:
Afghanistan, Argentina, Bangladesh, El Salvador, Ghana, Guinea, India, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan,
South Africa, and Tajikistan. Foreigners who have been in these countries within the past 14
days will not be able to enter Japan.
• On May 27, the cabinet approved plans for an additional US $1.5 trillion stimulus package,
which includes subsidies to companies impacted by COVID-19 and new healthcare spending.
Around US $92 billion will also be set aside for use in the event of any future wave of COVID19 infections.
China
• Some lockdown restrictions remain in northeastern China’s Jilin Province following a cluster of
new cases, but the number of new cases reported in the region has declined. Overall, China’s
COVID-19 situation remains under control.
• Mass virus testing has concluded in Wuhan, with officials reporting that out of approximately
6.68 million people tested in the city, 206 asymptomatic virus cases were discovered.
Hong Kong
• Hong Kong International Airport (HKG) will allow passengers to transit the airport beginning on
June 1.
• Clubs and some other entertainment venues will reopen to groups of up to eight people
beginning on May 28.
South Korea
• South Korea reported 40 new COVID-19 cases on May 26, which is the highest daily number
since early April. At least 36 of the 40 are linked to a new cluster at a Coupang Corp shipping
facility in Bucheon, which was closed on May 25 and is undergoing sanitizing processes.
Approximately 3,600 employees are being tested for the virus, and it is thought that the cluster
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may have originated from the cluster that spread from a series of nightclubs in Seoul in early
May.
o Like the earlier nightclub cluster, the outbreak at the logistics complex illustrates the risk
for secondary spreads as additional businesses reopen, although at this time, the
overall virus situation in South Korea remains under control.
Taiwan
• As of May 27, Taiwan has reported no domestically transmitted cases of COVID-19 for 45
days.
• Starting on June 7, the government will relax some distancing restrictions if no new domestic
cases occur. These include regulations on seating in places such as trains and movie theaters.
Mongolia
• Prime Minister Ukhnaagiin Khürelsükh stated on May 25 that the country’s COVID-19
restrictions, which have included regulations on business hours, mandatory face masks, and
border closures, will remain in place until a vaccine for the virus is available.
o The country’s outbreak remains under control, with the low number of cases present
being mostly imported from Russia.
Southeast Asia
Singapore
• Singapore’s new confirmed case numbers remain steady at several hundred per day, although
they have declined from the country’s peak in mid-April. At least 533 new cases were reported
on May 27, with 530 of them in the migrant worker population.
o Health authorities at the National University of Singapore now forecast that the number
of new daily cases among migrant workers will likely fall below 100 within the next
month.
• The government announced a new stimulus package of more than US $23 billion on May 26.
The package will include measures such as support for businesses affected by COVID-19 and
additional job opportunities in both the public and private sectors.
Indonesia
• New daily cases of COVID-19 in Indonesia spiked to nearly 1,000 on May 21 and 23, and have
remained at several hundred in the days since. Testing rates remain low.
• The number of infections in East Java and its capital of Surabaya continues to grow. Officials
are working to increase the number of testing labs in the city.
• Some restrictions in Jakarta and other parts of the country are expected to be lifted on June 4,
which will include the reopening of shopping malls and some other businesses.
o Restrictions may be re-imposed if there are signs of an increase in cases.
• Despite the loosening of some restrictions, officials announced on May 26 that some 340,000
soldiers and police officers will be deployed in the provinces of Gorontalo, Jakarta, West Java,
and West Sumatra in order to help enforce measures that remain in place, including social
distancing and the use of masks.
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o Personnel will be stationed mostly in areas like shopping centers and tourist locations
where large numbers of people tend to gather.
Philippines
• New daily cases reported in the Philippines remain steady. The 350 new cases reported on
May 26 are the most in a single day since early April.
• The government was expected to meet on May 27 to discuss the possibility of further easing
restrictions. The resumption of public transportation in Manila is under consideration, with
precautionary measures in place including limiting trains to only ten percent of their normal
passenger numbers.
• On May 25, President Rodrigo Duterte indicated that schools in the country may remain closed
until a COVID-19 vaccine is developed.
Malaysia
• The number of new cases reported in Malaysia jumped sharply to nearly 200 on both May 25
and 26 due to an outbreak in a detention center for migrants in the country illegally. Otherwise,
the country’s new daily numbers have remained in only double digits for most of the month.
o On May 26, government officials announced that unregistered migrants who test
negative for COVID-19 will be deported to their countries of origin, while those who test
positive will be quarantined. The threat of deportation could discourage migrants from
seeking testing or treatment, and may risk further spread in the country.
South Asia
India
• India’s new COVID-19 cases remain on a general upward trajectory, reaching a daily record of
more than 7,000 on May 24.
• The current national lockdown is set to expire May 31, although at least some restrictions are
likely to be extended for a further two weeks.
o According to local media, shopping malls, movie theaters, and schools will probably be
among locations that remain closed. Additional details are expected when Prime
Minister Narendra Modi addresses the country on May 31.
• Reports continue of people leaving quarantine centers early or other incidents of unrest related
to quarantine centers over allegations of inadequate facilities or a lack of food or water.
o On May 26, thousands of migrant workers quarantined in Odisha blocked a highway
near Bhadrak, which is the most recent of several protests held in Odisha over the past
several weeks.
Bangladesh
• New daily cases in Bangladesh are continuing to rise. A record of around 2,000 new cases
were confirmed on May 25.
• According to local media, the government is expected to announce this week that it will end the
“general holiday” on May 31, which has been in place as a method of curbing some business
activities during the pandemic. At that time, all businesses are expected to be able to reopen,
albeit with restrictions on opening hours, although schools will remain closed. Public
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•

transportation is also expected to remain largely shut down, but some domestic flights may be
able to resume.
Approximately 15,000 refugees have been placed in quarantine in camps in the Cox’s Bazar
area, with the number of confirmed cases among the refugee population rising to at least 29 as
of May 26.

Nepal
• Nepal’s virus cases are continuing to climb and the country reached a record of 114 new cases
on May 27.
o Provinces 5, 2, and 1, all in the south, have the highest numbers of confirmed cases.
o The government is attempting to acquire additional medical supplies from abroad as the
growing number of cases place increasing strain on the health system.
• The country’s lockdown restrictions remain in place until at least June 2, and flights have now
been suspended until at least June 14.
Sri Lanka
• Sri Lanka’s new COVID-19 cases jumped sharply by 137 on May 26, although 127 of these
cases were Sri Lankan nationals returning from Kuwait. The remaining ten were naval
personnel who were already quarantined. Another 52 naval personnel tested positive on May
27, all of whom were also already quarantined. The country has experienced high numbers of
infections among military personnel previously, although local community transmission has not
been detected in around a month.
• The government’s COVID-19 task force has recommended that airports be reopened for
foreign tourists beginning on August 1.
• The education minister announced on May 26 that a date for reopening schools will probably
be announced within the next two weeks.
Oceania
Australia
• Health authorities from Australia and New Zealand held discussions this week on allowing
travel between the two countries. Ideas are still preliminary, but authorities are expected to
decide on more concrete plans over the next few weeks.
• Six crew members of the Al Kuwait cargo ship, which is docked at Fremantle, Western
Australia, were confirmed to be infected on May 26. The six have been quarantined and
another 42 crew members are being held on board the ship, with some of those still aboard
suspected of being infected.
New Zealand
• New Zealand remains under Alert Level 2 restrictions, but the government will further loosen
gathering restrictions beginning on May 29, allowing groups of up to 100 people.
o The government may lower restrictions to Alert Level 1 as early as June 22, although
this has not yet been decided.
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SPREAD OF COVID-19: NORTH AMERICA
States Reporting COVID-19 Cases as of Wednesday, May 27

Source: U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

United States
An overall stabilization of the COVID-19 outbreak in the United States continues to be reported
including a sustained downward trend in daily deaths over the last several days. However, multiple
states have begun to report new increases in both cases and deaths. Daily national cases continue to
hover between 20,000 to 30,000 but there have been several days below 20,000. The seven-day
death average has also continued to drop and is now around 1,200, down from 1,500 last week, and
a peak of upwards of 2,000 in April. This includes the last three days when daily deaths reported were
less than 1,000. All states have lifted some restrictions and only three states (Michigan, New Jersey,
and Vermont) currently have stay-at-home orders expected to last into June. States continue to
struggle to meet all White House reopening criteria, with just two, New Mexico and New York,
currently meeting all criteria. This, in addition to an abundance of activity that occurred over the
Memorial Day weekend, has led public health officials to warn of potential new outbreak hotspots. As
of Tuesday, at least 1,695,700 cases and 100,047 deaths have been reported in the United States,
becoming the first country to report at least 100,000 deaths.
Canada
Overall Canada continues to report a downward trend in both daily cases and deaths. This includes
several days over the last week with daily cases below 1,000 and deaths below 100. However,
Ontario has reported a recent increase in cases, which officials are attributing to the breaking of
social distancing protocols during the recent Mother’s Day weekend. Ontario and Quebec, and more
specifically, the Greater Toronto Area (GTA) and the Montreal metro area continue to report the
majority of cases and remain the biggest areas of concern. Provinces and territories have continued
reopening in phases across the country, while some provinces such as Ontario, have delayed certain

©2020 Everbridge

Everbridge.com - 25 Corporate Drive, Suite 400. Burlington, MA, US 01803

14

reopenings due to their recent spike in cases. As of Tuesday, at least 86,939 cases and 6,671 deaths
have been reported across Canada.
Recent Developments
• In response to the new travel ban for foreign nationals from Brazil, the U.S. has designated two
new airports that are allowed to receive travelers from countries where travel to the U.S. is
currently restricted (Brazil, Iran, China, and Schengen zone European countries). George Bush
Intercontinental Airport (IAH) in Houston, TX, and Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International
Airport (FLL) in Fort Lauderdale, FL, were the two airports added. A link to the full list of
airports can be found here: https://www.dhs.gov/news/2020/05/27/department-homelandsecurity-adds-brazil-list-countries-covid-19-travelrestrictions?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+dhs%2Fz
OAi+%28DHS+News+Releases+Feed%29.
• Disney has announced it plans to begin reopening its Florida theme parks. Walt Disney
World’s Magic Kingdom and Animal Kingdom are expected to reopen on July 11. While Epcot
and Hollywood Studios will reopen on July 15. There will be limits on attendance and
significant safety measures, such as temperature checks and face coverings, in place.
• At least 43 U.S. states have announced new record highs in unemployment rates from April.
According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the national unemployment rate was 14.7 percent
in April, up from 4.4 percent in March.
• On Sunday, a group of protesters demonstrating against current restrictions in the state of
Kentucky, burned an effigy of Governor Andy Beshear. This is the second such death threat
made against a state governor after protesters planning to attend a similar demonstration in
Michigan in April, made social media posts threatening to kill Michigan Governor Gretchen
Whitmer.
• Last week, U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) announced they had confiscated at
least 1,000 counterfeit COVID-19 test kits, as well as unapproved hand sanitizer, facemasks,
and mask filters.
• Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport (PHX) announced it will begin a mandatory face
covering policy on June 1. All employees and travelers will be required to wear a covering in
airport terminals. Several other airports on the west coast, including in Los Angeles and San
Francisco, have issued similar mandates.
• Last week, a suspect in Aurora, CO, was arrested after shooting and injuring a Waffle House
employee after the employee asked the suspect to wear a face covering in the restaurant. This
is at least the third shooting to occur at a workplace over a face covering policy.
• The U.S. Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) issued new guidelines
requiring employers to report COVID-19 cases among employees in workplaces. The full
guidance can be found at the following link: https://www.osha.gov/memos/2020-05-19/revisedenforcement-guidance-recording-cases-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19.
• Five McDonald’s workers in Chicago, IL, became the first group to file a class action lawsuit
against their employer claiming the company failed to adopt government safety guidance and
endangered employees during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. McDonald’s workers at
multiple locations have walked off the job to protest working conditions.
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SPREAD OF COVID-19: MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA
As of this writing, 623,283 cases of COVID-19 have been reported across the Middle East and North
Africa (MENA) since the virus first appeared in the region in the United Arab Emirates on January 29.
Of these, 16,558 have been fatal. In general, the number of confirmed coronavirus cases in the
MENA continues to rise steadily, and while the region’s overall trajectory appears to remain fairly
stable, available data suggests that the incidence of new COVID-19 infections has increased slightly
by about 1.8 percent over the past week compared to the period from May 12-19. This trend could be
the result of the recent holiday of Eid al-Fitr, which marks the end of Ramadan and is traditionally
celebrated with communal prayer services, family get-togethers, and large gatherings in public
spaces and parks. Indeed, several MENA governments imposed restrictions on Eid gatherings in a
bid to prevent the occasion from serving as a vector for the transmission of the coronavirus; however,
it is possible, if not likely, that lax enforcement, social distancing fatigue, and the loosening of
containment measures for Ramadan have contributed to a spike in infections. This comes amid a
more concerted drive to restore normalcy to local economies and daily lives in the region, as even
countries that have pursued cautious coronavirus recovery strategies have begun or announced
plans to lift their most stringent curbs on personal movement and social interactions in the near
future. Yet, some of these same countries continue to witness rising COVID-19 cases. This raises the
prospect of renewed coronavirus outbreaks and the subsequent reinstatement of lockdowns and
other anti-virus measures.
The COVID-19 death toll remains low in the MENA compared to other regions; however, case
numbers continue to steadily increase. While infection rates appear to remain largely stable, a
handful of countries continue to record sizeable daily case jumps, including some that have
witnessed recent spikes in new infections over the past week.
•

•
•

•
•
•

COVID-19 cases in the MENA have increased by roughly 20 percent since May 19, nearly two
percent more than between May 12-19. However, it is worth noting that the data collection
period was one day longer due to the Memorial Day holiday in the United States, possibly
contributing to the elevated cumulative incidence.
Israel (0.73%), Tunisia (0.77%), Turkey (5.42%), and Morocco (8.78%) registered the smallest
case increase rates since May 19, continuing a flattening of their respective coronavirus
curves.
In the Palestinian territories, the West Bank-based Palestinian Authority (PA) reports that
infection rates continue to slow. At the same time, the case tally in the Gaza Strip has more
than doubled in the past week after 35 new infections were reported from May 19-21, all
among returnees from abroad who are in mandatory quarantine facilities at the borders with
Israel and Egypt.
Weeks after appearing to have contained the spread of COVID-19, Jordan (14.15%) and
Lebanon (21.70%) continue to experience a recent rise in cases.
The pace of new infections has increased in Afghanistan, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Libya, and Saudi
Arabia since May 19.
Questions over the veracity of the Syrian government’s official coronavirus figures
notwithstanding, officials in Damascus have noted a 108-percent uptick in infections since May
19, purportedly among Syrian nationals returning from abroad.
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•

Yemen continues to witness a surge in COVID-19 infections, and while daily incidence remains
elevated, the pace of new infections declined from 132 percent between May 12-19 to 91
percent from May 19-27.

While MENA governments’ responses to the COVID-19 have varied widely thus far, there now
appears to be a concerted push by nearly all countries to return to some form of social and
economic normalcy following weeks of coronavirus-induced restrictions. This includes
nations that have generally been more cautious and/or slower in their lifting of lockdowns and
other containment measures.
•

•
•

•

•
•

•

•

•

Civil servants returned to work in Jordan on May 26 following a two-month stay-at-home order.
About 60 percent of the kingdom’s 250,000-person government workforce were to return to
their offices under a gradual resumption plan, with working hours set at 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM
local time.
The Omani government has announced that 50 percent of government employees will return
to their offices beginning on May 31. Additionally, a lockdown imposed on the governorate of
Muscat on April 10 will be lifted on May 29.
The Syrian government lifted a nightly 7:30 PM to 6:00 AM local time curfew in areas under its
control on May 26, along with a ban on travel between provinces. Additionally, shops and malls
have been allowed to open from 8:00 AM to 7:00 PM local time during the summer months,
while some public transportation services have resumed. Mosques will reportedly be allowed
to reopen from May 27.
Iran allowed restaurants, cafes, and wedding halls in Tehran to accept customers starting May
26, while businesses will be able to resume operations from May 30. Museums and historical
sites reopened on May 24 to coincide with Eid al-Fitr, with the Imam Reza shrine in Mashhad
and Fatima Masumeh shrine in Qom following suit on May 25.
The Israeli government has announced that trains will resume full activities beginning June 8,
while bus capacity will be increased to 75 percent as early as this week.
Citing slowing infection rates, the West Bank-based PA has ended early a COVID-19-related
medical state of emergency, allowing mosques, churches, and businesses to reopen on May
26. Government ministries and offices were to reopen on May 27 and checkpoints established
to restrict traffic between West Bank cities were to be removed. Public transport was also to
resume, and cafes and restaurants would be reopened but subject to restrictions.
Effective May 27, authorities in Dubai, UAE, were to lift restrictions on personal movement and
business operations between 6:00 AM and 11:00 PM local time. More businesses were also to
be permitted to reopen, reportedly including theaters, health clubs, and education and
treatment centers for children.
Saudi officials will begin a three-stage process of lifting COVID-19 restrictions on May 28. The
plan includes a relaxing and eventual lifting of the nightly curfew and ban on travel between
different regions of the country, as well as the reopening of government and private sector
businesses by June 21.
Authorities in Turkey have announced that high-speed rail service will resume on May 28,
albeit at 50 percent capacity until further notice. President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan will
reportedly announce new policies lifting anti-virus measures in the coming days.
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•

The Tunisian government will allow hotels, restaurants, cafes, mosques, and other places of
worship to reopen on June 4. Hotels and restaurants will be limited to 50 percent capacity,
while disinfection measures will soon be implemented at tourist facilities.

At the same time, some countries continue to extend existing and/or impose new anti-virus
measures in response to localized outbreaks or spikes in infections. While some of these
efforts remain relatively comprehensive, it is reasonable to expect that authorities will tailor
future restrictions in response to local conditions, rather than returning to a blanket approach
vis-à-vis lockdowns and other containment efforts.
•

•
•

•
•

Lebanon’s government has extended a nightly curfew declared under a medical state of
emergency in response to the COVID-19 pandemic through at least June 7 due to a recent rise
in infections. In addition to a nightly 7:00 PM to 5:00 AM local time curfew, restrictions on
vehicle use remain in place. Additionally, the towns of Majdal Anjar and Mazboud have
reportedly been placed under a de facto lockdown, with access and egress barred to all but
personnel conducting essential work.
The Iraqi government is enforcing a 24-hour curfew for Eid al-Fitr through May 31. Afterward,
the curfew will be shortened to 5:00 PM to 5:00 AM local time until further notice. Authorities
are expected to announce further coronavirus-related restrictions in the coming days.
In light of the recent spike in coronavirus infections, Hamas, the Islamist militant group that
governs the Gaza Strip, has closed the territory’s borders with Egypt and Israel to all but
essential traffic through June 30. As of May 23, Hamas was also said to be considering a
curfew, but authorities have since suggested a lockdown is not necessary at this time.
Authorities in Yemen’s Ma’rib governorate have instituted a province-wide lockdown in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic, reportedly barring access and egress from the region
and enforcing a 6:00 PM to 6:00 AM local time curfew until further notice.
A few Gulf countries, notably Qatar and the UAE, are requiring some, if not all, citizens and
residents to download mobile phone apps designed for contact tracing purposes, raising
privacy concerns.

Public frustration and desperation continue to rise as the economic toll from the COVID-19
pandemic mounts, leading to protests, crime, and other security incidents.
•

•
•

•

There has been an uptick in protests by workers denouncing the non-payment of wages by
their employers, presumably due to the economic downturn triggered by the coronavirus.
These have primarily occurred in Gulf countries, notably Kuwait, Qatar, and the United Arab
Emirates, and have involved expatriate laborers who comprise a significant portion of the local
populations.
Approximately 60 foreign staff from the Basra Gas Company (BGC) were temporarily
evacuated from Iraq on May 20 following a series of protests over unpaid salary arrears.
The US Embassy in Amman, Jordan, issued a message on May 20 to inform citizens about a
potential scam using American embassy information, raising the possibility that those whose
livelihoods have been hurt could turn to crime to procure sustenance, especially as movement
restrictions are lifted.
A global trend of increased cyberattacks targeting pharmaceutical firms, research institutions,
and others working on a treatment for COVID-19 remains ongoing, as Israel media source
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•

•

reported a hacking attempt targeting labs working on possible COVID-19 vaccines on May 21.
However, rather than seeking to steal data or findings, which has generally been the case with
previous cyberattacks, the perpetrators allegedly sought to disrupt the research process.
More broadly, MENA governments continue to grapple with the deleterious impact the COVID19 pandemic has had on state revenues. Due to enter into force in July, pending approval by
parliament, Egypt has proposed a bill that would see a 1 percent tax levied on public and
private sector workers who earn salaries greater than 2,000 Egyptian pounds, or roughly US
$125, per month. While exemptions to the so-called “coronavirus tax” will be offered to
employees in unspecified sectors that have been “economically harmed” by the COVID-19
pandemic, the measure is likely to aggravate socioeconomic tensions among citizens already
dealing with poverty and facing added financial hardship, evidenced by reports of criticism of
the plan online. However, the prospect of any significant protests stemming from the move is
low, as any demonstrations that may materialize are likely to be quickly, and perhaps
aggressively, dispersed by local authorities.
United Agencies have warned that the COVID-19 pandemic is exacerbating and potentially
creating new so-called “food crises” in the MENA region by negatively affecting household
incomes, food supply chains, and school meals.

SPREAD OF COVID-19: LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN
COVID-19 cases continue to increase sharply throughout a number of countries across Latin
America. At a press conference last Friday, Mike Ryan, the executive director of the WHO’s
emergencies program, stated “In a sense, South America has become a new epicenter for the
disease.” This can primarily be attributed to Brazil, where COVID-19 infections continue to grow at an
almost exponential rate. As of this writing, the country’s caseload stands at 391,222. After Brazil,
Peru has second-highest caseload (129,751), followed by Chile (77,961), Mexico (74,560), and
Ecuador (37,355). Throughout all of Latin America and the Caribbean, the total number of COVID-19
cases has climbed to 805,054. This amounts to an increase of roughly 46 percent since May 19th.
The region-wide death toll has risen to 43,509.
Various forms of phased reopening processes remain underway in most countries and territories
throughout the region. However, as financial pressures keep mounting, a number of countries have
continued to observe an uptick in protests against COVID-19-related restrictions on commerce and
mobility. In Argentina, last Friday’s announcement that the quarantine in the Buenos Aires
Metropolitan Area was being extended gave rise to a series of anti-government demonstrations over
the weekend. In both Panama and Nicaragua, members of teamsters’ unions have used their tractortrailers to block roadways leading to border crossings with Costa Rica, in order to demand that San
José further loosens new restrictions on foreign cargo transporters. The situation has greatly affected
shipping throughout Central America, with businesses in neighboring countries such as Guatemala
and Honduras reporting supply chain disruptions as well. Other countries such as Mexico, Chile, and
Ecuador also continue to report periodic bouts of protest activity. Although many governments are
attempting to provide relief to the segments of the population that have been worst affected, it is
highly likely that the potential for social unrest will continue to mount as the crisis drags on.
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Updates Around the Region

Brazil: COVID-19 Infections by Municipality

Source: Brazilian Ministry of Health

Brazil
• The total number of COVID-19 infections in the country recently surpassed those in Russia,
making Brazil’s caseload the second highest in the world after the United States.
• Brazil’s daily death count has been steadily increasing for over a week. It set new records as
the highest in the world on Monday and Tuesday of this week.
• In light of the country’s soaring caseload, U.S. President Donald Trump issued a presidential
proclamation, which enacted a temporary travel ban starting at 11:59 PM EDT on May 26th.
The directive is intended to mitigate the risk of importing new COVID-19 cases into the United
States from Brazil.
o Under the order, foreign citizens of any nationality (including Brazilians) who were
present in Brazil within 14 days before their arrival at a U.S. port of entry will not be
permitted to enter the United States.
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•
•

o The travel suspension does not apply to American citizens, lawful permanent residents,
most immediate family members of American citizens and legal permanent residents, or
several other specific categories of visa holders.
President Jair Bolsonaro continues to attend large public rallies of his supporters, and to call
on governors and mayors to scale back restrictions on mobility and commerce.
A recent study released by the University of Washington cautioned that Brazil’s COVID-19
death toll could potentially climb as high as 125,000 by August.

Peru
• On Tuesday, the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) cautioned that COVID-19
transmission remains on the rise in the country. However, on Wednesday, Peruvian Health
Minister Víctor Zamora claimed that a recent revaluation of the data indicates that cases are “on a
long plateau.”
• Last Friday, Peru extended its nationwide lockdown and state of emergency for a fifth time. The
orders are now slated to remain in effect until June 30th.
• Nevertheless, the plan to gradually reopen certain sectors of the economy remains underway. The
second phase began on Monday.
o Approximately six million Peruvians (amounting to roughly one-third of the country’s total
labor force) returned to work.
o Hairdressers, hardware stores, bookstores, and several other types of businesses were
authorized to begin making deliveries and/or making house calls.
• Defense Minister Walter Martos stated on Tuesday that the nightly curfew (8:00 PM to 5:00 AM
local time) could potentially remain in place for the rest of the year.
Chile
• The Chilean healthcare system is on the verge of being overwhelmed, despite the fact that it
doubled the number of available ICU (intensive care unit beds) since March. President Sebastián
Piñera stated that the system is “very close to the limit.”
o Within the Santiago Metropolitan Area, hospitals in five administrative districts report ICU
occupancy rates between 96 percent and 99 percent.
o Media sources report that some hospitals have had to shorten the length of preventative
quarantines due to staff shortages.
o A number of hospitals remain short on ventilators, despite the fact that a new shipment of
machines purchased from China recently arrived.
• Sporadic bouts of unrest have continued to crop up over the last week.
o Most protests remain concentrated in low-income districts of Santiago, where food
shortages have been reported.
o The protracted economic downturn has devasted informal employment. Many impoverished
residents claim that they have no choice but to defy government-mandated quarantines in
order to provide for their families.
• The government began to distribute Emergency Family Income payments on May 23rd, providing
499,000 households (some 1.8 million people) with access to the funds one week early. An
additional three million people will begin to receive benefits on June 10th.
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o As part of the broader “Emergency Family Income Project,” the initiative aims to provide
relief to low-income Chileans who had worked in the informal sector prior to the pandemic.
o The aid will likely help to mitigate the potential for broader unrest in the short term, although
sporadic demonstrations could continue to crop up.
Mexico
• On Tuesday, Mexico set new records for both new daily COVID-19 cases (3,455) and the one-day
death toll (501).
• Mexico City plans to begin a multi-phased reopening process on June 15th.
• Mexico’s case fatality ratio (CFR) of roughly 11 percent has garnered criticism for being
abnormally high for both the region and the world. The Mexican government contends that the
ratio is skewed due to the significant undercounting of cases.
• The Mexican government wavered in establishing a restart date for automakers in the country.
The date had initially been set to May 18th, but was then shifted to June 1st. Under mounting
pressure, authorities permitted some facilities to resume operations last week, provided they had
developed safety plans and secured their approval.
o Multiple automakers have reported that operations of assembly plants have been delayed
due to lingering shortages of parts.
o Puebla State Governor Miguel Barbosa stated that he will postpone the resumption of the
auto industry in his state due to the upward trend in COVID-19 infections.
▪ However, it currently remains unclear whether the governor will be able to legally
override the federal decree that designated the sector as essential.
▪ Both Audi and Volkswagen have sizeable operations in Puebla, along with multiple
producers of parts.
• In Mexico City, groups of merchants have recently held marches and blocked roadways,
demanding that the government provide them with financial support since they are currently
barred from conducting business.
Ecuador
• Ecuador continues to gradually scale back restrictions in different municipalities in accordance
with its tiered “traffic light” system.
• Airports in the country plan to begin reopening on June 1st.
o Both domestic and international flights will resume.
o Staffing and traffic will be limited to 30 percent of normal levels.
o Travelers arriving from abroad must provide proof of a negative serological COVID-19 test
(not a “quick test”) that has been administered within 72 hours before boarding. Afterward,
arrivals will be required to self-quarantine for five days at their hotel or place of lodging.
• President Lenín Moreno’s unpopular cutbacks in education and other forms of public spending
have catalyzed protest activity over the last week.
o On Monday, coordinated demonstrations were held in at least 20 provinces across the
country. Media sources report that at least eight different demonstrations were held in
Quito, and four in Guayaquil.
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o Social distancing guidelines were widely ignored, increasing the potential for transmission
among large crowds.
o Other groups of protesters have held demonstrations to call for clearer government
guidelines regarding the handling of bodies of individuals suspected of dying from COVID19. Some demonstrations have escalated into violent clashes with police.

SPREAD OF COVID-19: SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA
Over the past week, the number of confirmed COVID-19 cases in sub-Saharan Africa has risen to
over 86,000. The number of deaths has also increased to nearly 2,000. While the pandemic
continues to grow across the region, it has shown some signs of stabilizing, with the percentage
increase in confirmed cases remaining fairly steady in recent weeks. This is particularly true in
several countries that have enacted strict lockdowns and other anti-infection measures. As an
increasing number of countries begin lifting these measures, there are persistent concerns regarding
a second wave of cases, especially as testing rates remain low. Additionally, as economic activity and
transportation resumes, mine sites and trucking corridors have emerged as potential hotspots not
only for COVID-19 transmission, but for resistance against anti-infection measures. While the lifting
and easing of anti-infection measures are expected to help alleviate rising public discontent,
lockdown fatigue remains a persistent concern, resulting in occasional protests, riots, and clashes
with security forces. There are also concerns that opposition groups could begin co-opting the
pandemic to grow their movements, resulting in an uptick in demonstrations over the coming weeks
and months.
The number of confirmed COVID-19 cases and deaths has continued to rise across subSaharan Africa but appears to be stabilizing.
•
•
•
•
•

•

As of the morning of Wednesday, May 27, a total of 86,068 confirmed cases have been
reported across the region. This marks a 38% increase compared to last Tuesday, May 19.
The number of fatalities has also risen by approximately 38% to 1,948.
The percentage increase in confirmed cases and fatalities has remained fairly steady over the
last two weeks, suggesting the outbreak could be stabilizing.
Community transmission is present in a majority of countries and only seven have sporadic
cases and 17 have clusters of cases.
No new cases have been recorded in Burundi, Eritrea, Seychelles, and Tanzania in the past
week. Eritrea and Seychelles implemented strict lockdown measures, but Tanzania and
Burundi have not released any new data in over a week.
Minimal increases were reported in Mauritius, Reunion, the Gambia, and Niger. The first two
also implemented strict lockdown and confinement measures.

Substantial increases in cases were reported in a number of countries, including several that
began lifting or relaxing their anti-infection measures earlier this month.
•

Exponential increases in cases were recorded in Comoros (691%), Mauritania (223%), and
South Sudan (186%) over the past week. The latter two countries began lifting their antiinfection measures earlier this month.
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Other countries that have experienced significant increases in cases over the past week
include the Central African Republic, Ethiopia, Sao Tome and Principe, Madagascar, Djibouti,
and Gabon. Several of these countries, notably Sao Tome and Principe, Djibouti, and Gabon,
began easing their quarantines over the last few weeks.

Two countries that had gone weeks with no new COVID-19 cases recorded a resurgence over
the past week. This highlights the persistently high public health risk, particularly as travel is
set to resume over the coming weeks.
•

Namibia and Mauritius reported their first new cases in 45 and 28 days respectively, both
involving travelers who tested positive while undergoing quarantine upon arrival.

South Africa remains the worst-affected country in sub-Saharan Africa, accounting for more
than a quarter of all confirmed cases in the region, or 24,264 confirmed cases.
•
•

The number of daily confirmed cases has continued to rise since South Africa began lifting its
lockdown on May 1, reaching a new record high daily increase of 1,240 new cases on May 24.
President Cyril Ramaphosa has confirmed that the country will move from the current Level 4
lockdown to Level 3 on June 1, allowing many businesses to resume operations, but has
warned that this could lead to an uptick in cases.

Underreporting remains a significant concern across the region.
•
•
•
•

Approximately 1.5 million tests have been conducted over the last six weeks in sub-Saharan
Africa. Over half have been carried out in South Africa and Ghana alone.
Less than a dozen countries have conducted over 3,000 tests per one million people.
There are reports of shortages of testing kits and materials.
At least two countries, Tanzania and Burundi, have failed to provide any updated data on
confirmed cases and fatalities over the past week. Leaders in the former have declared the
outbreak over and called for street celebrations, though the U.S. Embassy and other sources
have reported significant increases in cases and stated that health systems are quickly being
overwhelmed.

Although some countries and territories have extended their anti-infection measures, a
growing number have begun or continued to ease them, raising fears of a second wave of
cases.
•

•

•

Chad, Angola, and the Gambia have extended their public health measures, while the
Democratic Republic of the Congo introduced a new confinement order in Goma beginning on
May 20.
Uganda began its phased reopening on May 26, while Eswatini has allowed an increasing
number of businesses to reopen since May 19. Botswana ended its period of extreme social
distancing on May 21.
A majority of countries have maintained their border closures to non-cargo traffic and
suspensions of passenger flights. This has led to significant delays at border crossings and
raised concerns regarding food shortages, particularly in West Africa. Losses of 10% to 30% of
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perishable produce and livestock have been reported in the sub-region since the border
closures went into effect.
The mining sector has become a new hotspot for virus transmission and related unrest.
•

•

•

Over 300 confirmed cases have been reported at mine sites across South Africa, forcing
several mines to suspend production. The most recent closure involved AngloGold Ashanti’s
Mponeng mine, the deepest gold mine in the world.
One of the largest unions in South Africa, the National Union of Mineworkers (NUM), has
called for all mines to close down until better protections are put in place. This could raise the
risk of strikes within the mining sector.
Workers at China Molybdenum's Tenke Fungurume Mining cobalt and copper mine in the
Democratic Republic of Congo held a one-day strike on Sunday, May 24, to demand better
compensation for working in isolation due to COVID-19. The mine was placed in isolation in
late March, and all essential staff have been ordered to stay on-site since.

Trucking corridors also remain hotspots for transmission and resistance to anti-infection
measures.
•

•

Truck drivers have allegedly been forced to wait for up to five days to enter Botswana due to
mandatory COVID-19 testing. These backups have left truckers in crowded conditions and
have led to threats of possible protests along the South African border.
Truck drivers blocked traffic along the Kenyan side of the Malaba border crossing with Uganda
for five days to protest the mandatory COVID-19 testing process and other anti-infection
measures; however, the border crossing reopened on Wednesday afternoon.

While the lifting of the lockdowns and other anti-infection measures is expected to ease rising
public discontent, lockdown fatigue remains a serious concern, resulting in continued
protests, riots, and clashes with security forces.
•

•
•

•
•

According to the International Labour Organization (ILO), the COVID-19 pandemic and
associated anti-infection measures have threatened the livelihoods of over 164 million people
across Africa that work in the informal economy. An estimated 164 million informal workers are
under complete lockdown, while another 101 million are under partial lockdown measures.
This could exacerbate high poverty levels and potentially raise the risk of further protests and
unrest over the coming weeks and months, particularly near lower-income communities.
Zimbabwean police have reportedly arrested over 40,000 people for violating the lockdown in
effect since March 30.
In Mozambique, two people were allegedly killed in the northern city of Lichinga on May 25,
when police clashed with residents protesting over the closure of places of worship during
Ramadan.
In Zimbabwe’s border town of Nakonde, one person was injured and nine were arrested as
residents rioted over the restrictions on public transportation.
Guinea’s main opposition group, the FNDC, has co-opted the pandemic as a justification for
resuming its protest movement. The civil society group has called on its supporters to prepare
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to protest to demand the release of all imprisoned activists, claiming they are exposed to
COVID-19. Other opposition groups could follow suit over the coming weeks and months,
using the pandemic and associated measures to recruit supporters and grow their movements.

ASSESSMENT
The full impact of the COVID-19 pandemic continues to evolve with an array of countries seeing
active, growing outbreaks, while countries hit by the virus earlier have progressed with the easing of
restrictions. Severe economic hardships continue to challenge the ability of governments to introduce
or maintain lockdowns, particularly in developing countries, despite not necessarily attaining a
sustained stabilization and decline in transmission levels. In addition, the collection of increasing
information and case studies globally has underscored the importance of developing and effectively
implementing capabilities to test, trace, and isolate potentially infected persons, including before a
surge in cases and during a lockdown. The lack of resources, or the otherwise failure to improve
outbreak-combatting capabilities, could reduce the benefit of extensive temporary restrictions once
those measures are lifted, particularly if social distancing precautions do not continue to be observed.
For countries across the world, the WHO maintains its call for vigilance to prevent a resurgence
where progress had previously been made in local outbreaks.
The pandemic and associated restrictions have wrought an array of impacts that have frequently
made ongoing inequalities even more pronounced. A United Kingdom study by the Institute for Fiscal
Studies and the UCL Institute of Education found that mothers were 23 percent more likely than
fathers to have experienced temporary or permanent job loss due to the COVID-19 crisis, and that
during the lockdown, working mothers on average have one hour of uninterrupted paid work
compared to three uninterrupted hours for fathers. While such statistics may vary broadly by country,
the study underscores not only the potential exacerbation of gender inequalities during lockdowns but
also potential challenges facing large parts of a society returning to work and recovering from COVID19-related disruptions and economic losses. Be it at a countrywide, companywide, or individual level,
the general expectation remains that those best positioned before the onset of the pandemic will be
able to recover much more effectively and swiftly than those challenged with greater disadvantages. It
is advised to continue monitoring the shifting pandemic and associated lockdown measures, to abide
by national and sub-national restrictions, and to follow guidance from personal healthcare providers
as well as national and international health organizations.
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