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OVERVIEW
The global number of confirmed cases of novel coronavirus (COVID-19) is nearing 4.9
million people and more than 322,000 associated deaths have been reported,
according to Johns Hopkins University. A report released on May 19 by the World
Economic Forum indicated that surveyed risk managers anticipate a prolonged global
recession. The head of the International Monetary Fund cautioned this week that a full
global economic recovery is unlikely before next year and encouraged governments
to avoid protectionist measures. On Tuesday, the World Bank chief warned that the
pandemic and associated economic crisis could drive about 60 million people
worldwide into extreme poverty, underscoring how the most vulnerable in societies
have been and may continue to be among those hit hardest by the pandemic and
associated economic crisis.
Active outbreaks and hotspots continue to evolve with reopening processes around
the globe. While new cases in Russia appear to have stabilized and the United States
is seeing the ongoing phased easing of state-by-state measures, Brazil’s COVID-19
epidemic is continuing to grow. Many European countries are advancing their phased
withdrawals of lockdowns with increasing hope for summer travel, particularly for
countries with a substantial portion of their economies dependent upon tourism.
Around the world, protests over restrictions and associated impacts remain a concern.
Furthermore, on May 19, the International Committee of the Red Cross said that there
has been an increasing level of attacks on healthcare workers during the pandemic,
noting more than 200 known attacks globally. With the progression of the pandemic,
the scientific understanding of COVID-19 and its impact on infected humans continue
to develop as testing on prospective vaccines advance.

Cumulative COVID-19 Cases per 100,000, as of Tuesday, May 19

Source: European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC)

SPREAD OF COVID-19: EUROPE
As countries around Europe advance with the phased easing of restrictions without any major
resurgence, efforts continue for facilitating internal European Union and Schengen zone travel,
including during the summer period. The outbreak in Russia continues to be a point of concern,
though new cases have stabilized in recent days. More than 20 European countries have reopened
schools in recent weeks, and during a meeting of education ministers this week, there was no notable
increase in COVID-19 cases reported in connection to the reopening of schools. European
Commission Vice President Vera Jourova has called on governments to draw down political
emergency powers with the easing of lockdowns around the region, including reference to those
granted in Hungary.
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Distribution of New Confirmed COVID-19 Cases Per Day in EU/EEA and UK

Source: European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC)

There have been recent protests in several countries over lockdowns, related economic impacts, and
the continued airing of conspiracy theories. Overall, further demonstrations are likely as restrictions
on gatherings ease in the coming weeks and months. In addition to common protest themes noted
above, more environmental protests may develop around Europe, including demonstrations calling for
economic restarts and associated government investment to push for more climate-friendly activities
and policy positions. Climate protest tactics in the past had become effective in causing disruptions
with even a small number of participants, and similar future actions are possible. Authorities
responding to recent crisis-related protests have been challenged to enforce restrictions while
avoiding stoking further animosity and conflict. In countries challenged with internal divisions prior to
the pandemic, a greater sense of unity during the peak of a country’s epidemic may erode to earlier
polarizations, in addition to potentially exacerbating such divisions.
• France and Germany have proposed a fund of 500 billion euros to support European Union
members hit hard by the pandemic. While it has been proposed as a grant program, some
member states have called for it to be a loan program instead, which may cause delays in its
prospective approval.
• Between March and April, the number of people in the United Kingdom claiming jobless
benefits spiked by 70 percent, with nearly 2.1 million unemployment claimants during the last
month.
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The Czech Republic plans to draw down restrictions on travel with other countries it will
consider “safe” from June 8, raising the prospect of potential travel for Czech residents to
countries that could include Austria, Croatia, and Slovakia, with Germany, Poland, and Greece
following as officials make determinations on a rolling basis.
On May 19, the European Automobile Manufacturers Association reported the car sales in the
EU tumbled by some 76 percent in April, compared to April 2019. Car manufacturers around
Europe have been restarting production, though challenges such as lower demand and steady
parts supplies continue.
The Greek government is expected to present its plan for restarting the country’s tourism
sector on May 20. About 23 percent of Greece’s GDP comes from tourism.
Slovenia declared its COVID-19 outbreak under control as of last Friday, and that EU citizens
can enter the country from crossings in Austria, Hungary, and Italy without being required to
quarantine.
The French government announced on May 19 that is has ordered one billion masks from
French manufacturers, to be provided progressively until the end of this year. By that time, the
government anticipates weekly domestic mask production to be at 50 million units.
During the first week of May, nearly two-thirds of major European ports had a drop in ship
arrivals of up to 25 percent compared to the average during that time, according to the
International Association of Ports and Harbors.
Germany’s central bank has indicated that “comparatively robust” construction activity in the
country with the easing of restrictions, as well as government measures, may be helping to
push ahead the country’s recovery process, though consumer spending is expected to remain
slower to bounce back.
The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) recently reported that it
believes Central and Eastern European countries are situated for a swifter economic recovery
next year, citing early and strict lockdowns to prevent more serious outbreaks occurring.
Nearly a dozen EU members (Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Germany, Greece, Italy,
Portugal, Malta, Slovenia, and Spain) have jointly supported a plan for summer travel within
the EU, including phased easing of border restrictions, safety measures, and the ability of
travelers to return home.
A recent increase in new COVID-19 cases in the Czech Republic has been partly attributed to
a hotspot of more than 50 miners working at the Darkov coal mine near Karvina.
The Hungarian capital of Budapest started a gradual lockdown easing from May 18, following
an earlier easing in the rest of the country. Prime Minister Viktor Orban has been facing
increasing calls to forego sweeping emergency powers granted in response to the outbreak.

Updates Around the Region
France
Officials in France have not reported a notable increase in cases at this time as much of the country
outside of the northeast enjoys eased restrictions, and those residents within “red zones” have also
enjoyed the ability to leave their homes without a declaration. From last week, some 40,000 schools
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have reopened nationwide, though about 70 have since closed due to suspected increases in
transmission in the wider community. Declining trends have continued for the number of people
hospitalized with COVID-19 and the number of COVID-19 intensive care patients. Beginning May 20,
the government will ask (not require) French nationals re-entering the country from outside of the EU
to self-isolate for 14 days. French officials have expressed hope that border restrictions can start to
be eased from June 15.
Germany
German states have maintained their phased easing of restrictions and the epidemic at the national
level remains under control. Abattoirs remain areas of concern due to hotspots of COVID-19,
comprised primarily of employees at such facilities. On May 19, German officials reported that more
than 20,400 healthcare personnel had contracted COVID-19, 61 of whom died. The volume of
infected healthcare workers comprises about 11 percent of total confirmed COVID-19 cases in the
country. Also Tuesday, Chancellor Angela Merkel and heads of the Czech Republic, Hungary,
Poland, and Slovakia agreed to a gradual lifting of border restrictions “as soon as the pandemic
situation allows”, likely to be under way by June 15.
Over the weekend, thousands of people joined protests in cities around the country, raising the
prospect of such demonstrations gaining traction among rightwing supporters. The demonstrations
have opposed the lockdown measures and economic disruptions, though there have been antiSemitic and anti-vaccine positions expressed at the protests, as well as various conspiracy theories
regarding high-profile individuals such as Bill Gates and George Soros. Some protests over the
weekend exceeded crowd limits and lacked sufficient distancing between participants, and there were
more limited instances of clashes with authorities, primarily when a subset of protesters would
attempt to breach a government building or police cordon.
Italy
Officials reported a small rise in daily deaths on May 19 following four consecutive days of declining
figures, with the official death toll at more than 32,100. Reopening continues to progress, with most
regions allowing retail shops, hairdressers, restaurants, and bars to reopen from May 18, in addition
to movement within one’s respective region. Daily new case reports continue to be originating
primarily from the Lombardy region. With the progressive reopening, Italy plans to allow the entry of
foreigners from June 3, with no requirement for a 14-day quarantine from that point. Prime Minister
Giuseppe Conte described the steps as a “calculated risk” in seeking to advance the recovery
process. From June 3, travel between regions in the country will also be allowed. Officials have called
for ongoing vigilance to prevent a resurgence of the outbreak and avoid a reintroduction of lockdown
measures.
Netherlands
The Dutch government announced on May 19 that further steps to ease restrictions will commence in
June as COVID-19 cases continue to decline overall. From June 1, restaurants and cafes can reopen
to a maximum capacity of 30 people, with non-cohabitants to be at least 1.5 meters (about five feet)
apart. Public transport will return to conventional schedules, though at half-capacity and still only for
essential travel. Passengers older than 13 years are required to have a face covering. From June 2,
high schools will resume, with primary schools starting full schedules from June 8. Officials have
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encouraged people to maintain practices to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 while the phased easing
of restrictions
Russia
Officials in Russia have said this week that the epidemic has stabilized, with four consecutive days as
of May 19 that the number of daily new cases has been below 10,000, though total cases have
neared 300,000. Restrictions vary by region, and while Moscow remains the epicenter of the
country’s outbreak, concern has grown over the spike in cases in the North Caucasus republic of
Dagestan. President Vladimir Putin cited people attempting to manage their illness at home and “late
treatment of patients” has exacerbated the outbreak in Dagestan, where officially confirmed cases
have exceeded 3,400 and the official death toll was about 30 as of Monday. About 40 healthcare
personnel are among the more than 650 people in Dagestan who the regional health minister said
had died from "community-acquired pneumonia." The situation in Dagestan has prompted some to
note similarities in the reporting of deaths in Russia during the pandemic, with a low official COVID-19
death count but elevated rates of pneumonia deaths. Shortages of personal protective equipment for
healthcare personnel continue to be reported around the country.
Spain
As of May 19, Spain has reported three consecutive days of COVID-19 deaths being under 100, a
sign of continued progress in suppressing the outbreak despite total reported deaths exceeding
27,700. Within the coming days, government orders are anticipated which will require the wearing of
face masks not only on public transport but will be extended to enclosed areas and places outdoors
where it is not possible to maintain a safe distance. About 70 percent of the country is now in at least
phase 1 (out of phases 0-3, with 0 being the first step of reopening) of the relaxation of restrictions,
though Madrid, the Barcelona metropolitan area, and parts of Castilla y Leon remain at phase 0.
Recent protests in Spain have primarily opposed the lockdown and associated impacts, and they
have been largely supported (but not necessarily organized) by rightwing and far-right groups. Much
of the protest activity has been in the Madrid region amidst the ongoing phase 0 restrictions.
However, recent polling has indicated overall support in the country for restrictions and precautionary
measures to mitigate the spread of COVID-19.
The Spanish government had been planning to seek a one-month (rather than the standard twoweek) extension of the state of alarm from parliament on May 20, although officials have reportedly
changed course and now plan to seek a two-week extension to June 7 rather than June 27. Spain is
hoping to reopen its tourism sector, a key part of the country’s economy and area of employment, by
the end of June. Officials have emphasized that the country must be seen as a safe place from a
health perspective to be able to attract tourists for the summer holiday season while mitigating the
risk of COVID-19 resurgence. A self-isolation requirement for international arrivals remains in effect
under the state of alarm. However, officials have dropped a prohibition on direct flights to Spain from
Italy, and ship traffic is now also allowed from Italy, with an exception that still prohibits the arrival of
cruise ships.
United Kingdom
While progress continues to be made in stabilizing and pushing down the curve of the outbreak in the
UK, it remains to be seen whether the initial steps implemented last week in England to gradually
ease restrictions will change the shape and pace of that progress. While England started to ease
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Map of Spanish Regions by Lockdown Phase

Source: Spanish Government

restrictions last week, First Minister Nicola Sturgeon said on May 18 that lockdown measures may
start to be eased in Scotland from May 28. The British government continues to face scrutiny over the
volume of deaths in care homes, the extent of daily tests performed, and the prospect of delays in the
nationwide rollout of the contact tracing mobile application while the government looks to carry on
with reopening steps. On May 19, the UK’s Office for National Statistics (ONS) reported that nearly
55,000 more people have died since the start of the epidemic in the UK than had died on average
during the same time period of the previous five years. The latest ONS figures showed that weekly
death registrations have continued to decline after peaking in mid- to late April. The British
government is expected to release new quarantine rules on international arrivals in the coming days,
with recent reports that France would not have a broad quarantine exemption despite earlier
indications from officials.
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Confirmed Cases Worldwide as of Tuesday Morning, May 19
Country/Region

May 19

May 12

Country/Region

May 19

May 12

United States
Russia
Brazil
United Kingdom
Spain
Italy
Germany
Turkey
France
Iran
India
Peru
Mainland China
Canada
Saudi Arabia
Belgium
Mexico
Chile
Netherlands
Pakistan
Qatar
Ecuador
Belarus
Switzerland
Sweden
Portugal
Singapore
Ireland
United Arab Emirates
Bangladesh
Poland
Ukraine
Indonesia
Romania
Israel
South Africa

1,508,598
290,678
254,220
246,406
231,606
225,886
175,210
150,593
142,903
122,492
101,139
94,933
82,960
78,061
57,345
55,559
51,633
46,059
44,141
43,966
33,969
33,582
30,572
30,514
30,377
29,209
28,343
24,200
24,190
23,870
18,885
18,616
18,010
17,036
16,621
16,433

1,347,916
221,344
168,331
223,060
227,436
219,814
170,508
139,771
139,519
109,286
70,756
68,822
82,919
69,981
41,014
53,449
36,327
30,063
42,788
32,081
23,623
29,509
23,906
30,261
26,670
27,679
23,787
23,135
18,878
15,691
16,326
15,648
14,265
15,588
16,506
10,652

Japan
Colombia
Austria
Kuwait
Egypt
Dominican Republic
Philippines
South Korea
Denmark
Serbia
Panama
Czech Republic
Argentina
Norway
Algeria
Bahrain
Afghanistan
Australia
Morocco
Malaysia
Kazakhstan
Finland
Nigeria
Moldova
Ghana
Oman
Armenia
Bolivia
Luxembourg
Hungary
Iraq
Cameroon
Azerbaijan
Thailand
Greece
Uzbekistan

16,365
16,295
16,179
15,691
12,764
12,725
12,718
11,078
10,968
10,699
9,726
8,586
8,358
8,249
7,201
7,184
7,072
7,060
6,952
6,941
6,751
6,380
6,175
6,138
5,735
5,379
4,823
4,263
3,947
3,556
3,554
3,292
3,287
3,031
2,836
2,802

15,874
11,613
15,874
9,286
9,746
10,634
11,086
10,936
10,513
10,176
8,616
8,176
6,021
8,106
5,891
5,236
4,687
6,948
6,281
6,726
5,240
5,984
4,641
4,995
4,700
3,574
3,392
2,831
3,888
3,313
2,818
2,689
2,589
3,015
2,726
2,509

Source: European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC), and various media outlets
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Confirmed Cases Worldwide as of Tuesday Morning, May 19
Country/Region

May 19

May 12

Country/Region

May 19

May 12

Honduras
Guinea
Puerto Rico
Sudan
Senegal
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Bulgaria
Croatia
Cote dIvoire
Guatemala

2,798
2,796
2,710
2,591
2,544
2,303
2,259
2,228
2,119
2,001

2,100
2,213
2,256
1,526
1,886
2,142
1,990
2,196
1,730
1,114

909
874
866
796
788
761
761
737
719
702

832
712
801
760
724
756
267
711
439
638

Cuba

1,881

1,783

696

696

North Macedonia
Iceland
Estonia
Tajikistan
Democratic Republic of the
Congo
Lithuania
Djibouti
Slovakia
Slovenia
Somalia
Gabon
El Salvador
Kyrgyzstan
New Zealand
Maldives
Hong Kong
Tunisia
Latvia
Sri Lanka
Guinea Bissau
Kosovo
Albania
Lebanon
Cyprus
Kenya

1,817
1,802
1,784
1,729

1,664
1,801
1,741
661

Niger
Mali
Costa Rica
Burkina Faso
Paraguay
Andorra
Zambia
Uruguay
Equatorial Guinea
Georgia
Diamond Princess Cruise
Ship
San Marino
Jordan
Venezuela
Palestine

654
629
618
567

628
562
422
547

1,629

1,102

Malta

558

503

1,547
1,518
1,495
1,466
1,455
1,432
1,413
1,243
1,153
1,106
1,055
1,043
1,009
992
990
955
948
931
917
912

1,485
1,227
1,457
1,460
1,089
802
998
1,037
1,147
897
1,047
1,032
946
869
761
884
872
859
901
700

Haiti
Jamaica
Sierra Leone
Chad
United Republic of Tanzania
Taiwan
Congo
Nepal
Ethiopia
Benin
Central African Republic
Isle of Man
Mauritius
Togo
Cape Verde
Montenegro
Vietnam
Madagascar
Jersey
Rwanda

533
520
519
519
509
440
412
375
352
339
336
335
332
330
328
324
324
322
303
297

209
505
338
322
509
440
333
134
250
319
179
330
332
181
260
324
288
186
294
285

Source: European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC), and various media outlets
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Confirmed Cases Worldwide as of Tuesday Morning, May 19
Country/Region

May
19

May
12

Country/Region

May
19

May
12

South Sudan
Uganda
Guernsey
Sao Tome and Principe
Liberia
Eswatini
Myanmar
Faroe Islands
Guam
Gibraltar
Mozambique
Brunei Darussalam
Mongolia
Yemen
Bermuda
Guyana
Cambodia
Trinidad and Tobago
Aruba
Monaco
Bahamas
Cayman Islands
Barbados
Liechtenstein
Mauritania
Sint Maarten
Malawi
United States Virgin Islands
Libya
French Polynesia
Syria
Angola
Zimbabwe
Macau

282
260
252
246
229
203
191
187
154
147
145
141
140
130
125
124
122
116
101
97
96
94
88
83
81
77
70
69
65
60
58
48
46
45

156
122
252
212
211
175
180
187
152
147
103
141
42
56
119
109
122
116
101
96
93
84
84
83
8
76
57
69
64
60
47
45
37
45

Burundi
Eritrea
Antigua and Barbuda
Botswana
Nicaragua
Timor Leste
Gambia
Grenada
Northern Mariana Islands
Bhutan
Laos
New Caledonia
Belize
Fiji
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Namibia
Dominica
Curaçao
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Falkland Islands (Malvinas)
Turks and Caicos islands
Holy See
Greenland
Montserrat
Seychelles
Comoros
Suriname
Papua New Guinea
British Virgin Islands
Bonaire, Saint Eustatius and Saba
Western Sahara
Anguilla
Lesotho

42
39
25
25
25
24
24
22
21
21
19
18
18
18
18
17
16
16
16
15
13
12
12
11
11
11
11
11
8
8
6
6
3
1

19
39
25
24
16
24
22
21
19
11
19
18
18
18
18
17
16
16
16
15
13
12
12
11
11
11
11
10
8
7
6
6
3
0

Source: European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC), and various media outlets
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SPREAD OF COVID-19: ASIA/PACIFIC
The total number of COVID-19 cases in the Asia-Pacific region has grown to more than 317,000,
which is an increase of 19 percent from last week. Deaths in the region have increased by 14 percent
to 11,545. The number of daily new cases continues to rise notably in Bangladesh and India. There
are early signs that the outbreaks in the Maldives and the Philippines may be starting to stabilize.
South Korea’s cluster of new cases connected to nightclubs in the Itaewon neighborhood of Seoul is
being brought under control, with new cases declining from the highs reported immediately following
that outbreak. China, over the past week, has begun implementing more widespread lockdowns in its
northeast as an outbreak in Jilin Province continues to spread.
Multiple countries in the region are continuing to relax restrictions or are working on plans for future
rollbacks. In some areas, the prospect of a resumption of international travel is being considered,
although even where such plans are being formulated, no major changes are expected for several
months. In areas where business and lockdown restrictions have been lifted, any uptick in cases is
likely to result in restrictive measures being re-imposed.
East Asia
Japan
• Japan has reported fewer than 100 new daily cases for the past week. According to local
media, the government may lift the state of emergency in the prefectures of Hyogo, Kyoto, and
Osaka as early as this week if the number of new cases continues to decline.
• Although the number of new cases is falling, the medical system remains under strain. A
shortage of nurses is exacerbating issues.
• Japan’s economy contracted by 3.4 percent for the first three months of 2020.
o On May 19, the government approved plans to give around US $1,900 to university
students.
o Starbucks reopened approximately 850 locations on May 19, although some are
providing only takeout service.
• Rakuten has delayed implementing its 5G cell service until at least September due to delays to
software testing being done in India.
China
• While restrictions remain relaxed in much of China, the lockdown in the northeastern province
of Jilin has been expanded due to a growing outbreak there. More than 100 locally transmitted
cases have been reported in the province in recent days. In addition to lockdowns in Jilin City
and Shulan, hundreds of villages in the region have been locked down, while transportation
has been suspended to around 1,200 villages.
o Central government officials who led the response to the virus in Wuhan have been sent
to Jilin and tens of thousands of people are being tested for COVID-19.
o Jilin Province was upgraded to high-risk by the central government on May 17.
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o Police in Shulan have threatened possible criminal penalties for those who do not
remain at home except for essential shopping trips out and for those who attempt to
conceal COVID-19 symptoms.
The city of Shenyang in nearby Liaoning Province has also begun quarantining thousands of
people who have recently traveled to Jilin after new cases were reported in Shenyang. All
cases are believed to be related to the outbreak in Shulan.
China’s industrial output in April increased by about 3.9 percent from April 2019.

South Korea
• South Korea’s COVID-19 cluster related to a series of nightclubs in Seoul’s Itaewon district
appears to be stabilizing. The country has reported several days of fewer than 20 new cases
following jumps into the 30s at the outbreak of the cluster.
Taiwan
• Taiwan has gone for over a month without a new locally transmitted case of COVID-19.
• Beginning on June 1, the country intends to begin a three-phase plan to relax some
regulations on travel that were implemented in response to COVID-19.
o The first phase will allow eating on trains, but wearing a mask at other times and social
distancing will still be required.
o Beginning on August 1, eating and seating restrictions are expected to be completely
removed for train travel, and passengers may no longer have to wear masks or have
their temperatures taken, although these latter relaxations may be changed depending
on the progress of the outbreak.
o Beginning on October 1, restrictions on international travel may begin to be loosened for
countries where COVID-19 is under control.
Southeast Asia
Singapore
• New cases of COVID-19 among Singapore’s migrant worker population remain high, with
several hundred reported every day. The daily number seems to have stabilized, however, with
most days recently being roughly between 400 and 800, down from April highs of more than
1,000. New cases among Singaporean nationals and permanent residents remain low.
• Singapore announced on May 19 that it will allow more businesses to reopen beginning on
June 2. This will make approximately 75 percent of the country’s total economy operational.
o These business reopenings will be largely focused on construction, manufacturing,
financial, and other such sectors that are not currently open and that do not require
extensive customer-facing operations. Schools will begin to reopen gradually. Many
retail businesses will remain closed, as will bars and restaurants.
o Additional retail locations and restaurants may start to reopen within four to six weeks
after June 2 if the level of infections among Singaporean nationals and permanent
residents remains low.
o A third reopening phase, where additional social gatherings are allowed will likely not
come until the development of a vaccine, according to authorities.
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Indonesia
• The number of new daily COVID-19 cases reported in Indonesia has remained steady at
around 500 following May 13’s spike to 689. Testing rates remain low.
• The government of Jakarta announced on May 19 that the city will extend its social distancing
and lockdown restrictions until at least June 4. The popular tourist island of Bali plans to begin
rolling back its restrictions in July.
Philippines
• New daily cases of COVID-19 have remained between 200 and 300 for the past week,
possibly indicating that the outbreak has begun to stabilize. The government continues efforts
to increase testing, planning to have the capacity for 50,000 daily tests by June with testing
concentrated in virus hotspots like Metro Manila.
o Existing testing facilities continue to struggle with supply shortages.
• Some malls and other such retail locations were able to reopen on May 16 under revised
government lockdown guidelines. Following large crowds and busy shopping complexes over
the weekend, however, national officials warned that restrictions might be tightened again in
Metro Manila if social distancing is not improved. Officials in Cavite closed all of the province’s
mall on May 18 after similar violations of social distancing measures.
Thailand
• New cases in Thailand remain in the single digits daily, and the country allowed malls and
some other retail businesses to reopen on May 17.
South Asia
India
• New daily cases in India continue to rise as the country loosens lockdown restrictions in some
areas. For the past three days, new reported cases have been at or near 5,000, with the
country’s record number of cases reached on May 17. The country has been expanding testing
capacity, and it is possible that to some degree the new cases reflect higher test rates rather
than a sharp uptick in cases.
• As the country entered a new phase of its lockdown on May 18, states and union territories
may now allow interstate and intrastate bus and passenger vehicle travel if they choose.
o Most areas that have restarted passenger transportation have placed limits on the
number of people allowed on board at once.
o Although some shops have reopened in some locations, movie theaters, restaurants,
and bars remain closed nationwide.
o A nightly curfew from 7:00 PM to 7:00 AM local time remains in place.
Bangladesh
• Bangladesh’s new cases have been near or exceeded 1,000 daily for the past week, and the
country reported a record of approximately 1,600 new cases on May 18. A record of 21 people
also died from COVID-19 on May 18.
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o As of May 18, at least six refugees in camps near Cox’s Bazar have been infected. At
least one refugee camp in the area has been placed on lockdown due to the infections,
which authorities worry could spread easily in the camps.
Nepal
• Testing for COVID-19 remains extremely uneven in Nepal, but the country confirmed 80 new
cases on May 18, near its record of 83 from May 12.
• The government extended the country’s lockdown until at least June 2 and enforcement of
restrictions has been increased in Kathmandu, including checkpoints when passing into
different districts.
o There have also been reports of unofficial checkpoints established in some areas of
Kathmandu, which have illegally stopped individuals and vehicles from passing.
• The southern district of Parsa, which has been the site of most of the country’s infections, has
authorized police to shoot those attempting to leave quarantine centers early.
Maldives
• New cases in the Maldives seem to be trending generally downward over the past week, and
the past two days saw fewer than 20 new confirmed cases per day. The lockdown in the
capital Malé is in place until at least May 28, and government officials have said that lifting it
after that will depend on a continued decline in cases.
Oceania
Australia
• As the outbreak remains under control in Australia, states and territories are continuing to
loosen restrictions, including:
o The Australian Capital Territory may allow gatherings of up to 20 people and gyms to
reopen beginning May 30.
o Schools in New South Wales are expected to reopen on May 25, and the state plans to
allow up to 20 customers in restaurants within about a month.
New Zealand
• The country remains under alert level 2 restrictions. Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern will meet
with her cabinet on May 25 to review restrictions and is expected to provide details ahead of
the meeting on criteria that must be met to lower current restrictions even further.
o Airways New Zealand, which provides air traffic control services, plans to cease its
services at Gisborne Airport (GIS), Hawke’s Bay Airport (NPE), Invercargill Airport
(IVC), New Plymouth Airport (NPL), and Rotorua Regional Airport (ROT), and will also
withdraw the airfield flight information services it provides at Kapiti Coast Airport (PPQ)
and Milford Sound Airport (MFN) due to drastically decreased demand resulting from
COVID-19 lockdowns and travel restrictions. According to Airways New Zealand,
aircraft will still be able to fly into these airports but will follow standard procedures for
flying in uncontrolled airspace.
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SPREAD OF COVID-19: NORTH AMERICA
States Reporting COVID-19 Cases as of Tuesday, May 19

Source: U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

United States
The COVID-19 outbreak in the United States has begun to shift to more regional and state-by-state
trends. Overall, the country continues to see a stabilization in daily cases and deaths; however, while
some states or regions are showing downward trends of numbers, others are reporting new increases
in daily cases and deaths. Daily national case numbers continue to vary between 20,000 to 30,000
while there have been several days over the last few weeks where less than 20,000 new cases were
reported. Meanwhile, the seven-day death average has fallen below 1,500 for the first time since the
beginning of April and there have been multiple days over the last week with less than 1,000 daily
deaths reported nationally. With these numbers, every state is expected to at least partially open by
Memorial Day weekend. However, just two states have met all reopening criteria recommended by
the White House, suggesting that there could be a resurgence in cases as states continue to reopen.
As of Tuesday, at least 1,520,000 cases and 91,187 deaths have been reported in the United States.
Canada
Canada has also begun to show a slight downward trend in both daily cases and deaths. Last week
saw the first week-to-week decrease in daily deaths since the outbreak first began in March. Daily
case numbers have also begun to decline slightly with last week’s average falling below 1,200 cases
for the first time since April. However, there remains some concern with outbreaks in the Greater
Toronto Area and the Montreal metro area. Much like the United States, Canadian provinces and
territories are also in the process of lifting restrictions and reopening public life. Most notably in
Ontario and Quebec, where the majority of cases and deaths continue to be reported, reopening has
begun over the last week. As of Tuesday, at least 78,499 cases and 5,857 deaths have been
reported throughout Canada.
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Recent Developments
• On Tuesday, Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announced that Canada and the U.S.
have agreed to extend the closure of the United States-Canada border to nonessential travel
through at least June 21. The U.S. is also expected to extend the closure of the United StatesMexico border to nonessential travel through at least June 21 as well.
• Over the weekend, an Oregon county judge ruled that Governor Kate Brown’s emergency
declaration involving a stay-at-home order was illegal; however, on Monday, the Oregon
Supreme Court reversed that decision and allowed the stay-at-home order to remain in place.
Last week the Wisconsin Supreme Court ruled that Governor Tony Evers stay-at-home order
was illegal and was rescinded effective immediately. Multiple Wisconsin counties and cities
have instituted their own restrictions following the ruling.
• The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) announced it is planning a new
nationwide antibody COVID-19 study involving upwards of 325,000 people in 25 metropolitan
areas. Results from the study are expected to be published on a rolling basis.
• In anticipation of a potential new fall or winter outbreak combined with mass exit and return of
students from fall breaks, several U.S. colleges have announced plans to end in-person
instruction at or before the Thanksgiving holiday and cancel fall breaks. This list includes the
University of South Carolina, Notre Dame University, Purdue University, Rice University, and
Creighton University.
• Over the weekend a suspect was arrested in Nashville, TN, after critically injuring two people
in a stabbing at a Public Storage facility. The suspect was reportedly frustrated with lockdowns
due to COVID-19 that caused him to be unable to access his storage space at the facility.
• The Navajo Nation (which spans Utah, Arizona, and New Mexico) is now reporting at least
4,071 COVID-19 cases and 142 deaths. The Navajo now have the highest per capita rate of
infection among U.S. states or territories.
• Canada is now reporting that nursing home patients account for upwards of 80 percent of
COVID-19 deaths in the country. In the U.S. total numbers remain unclear but media sources
have estimated anywhere between 30 to 40 percent of U.S. deaths involve nursing home or
assisted living patients.
• Media sources have reported that U.S. airlines have asked the U.S. Transportation Security
Administration (TSA) to begin conducting temperature screenings for all passengers.
Currently, Frontier Airlines is the only airline to announce such a requirement, which begins
June 1 for Frontier passengers.

SPREAD OF COVID-19: MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA
As of this writing, 527,561 cases of COVID-19 have been reported across the Middle East and North
Africa (MENA) since the virus first appeared in the region in the United Arab Emirates on January 29.
Of these, 15,044 have been fatal. In general, the number of confirmed coronavirus cases in the
MENA continues to climb, and while the region’s overall trajectory appears to remain fairly stable, a
handful of countries continue to witness elevated incidence of new infections. Notably, daily case
jumps remain high in the Gulf region despite increased testing and fairly robust movement
restrictions, with Qatar now boasting the second-highest infection count, behind Saudi Arabia.

©2020 Everbridge

Everbridge.com - 25 Corporate Drive, Suite 400. Burlington, MA, US 01803

16

Likewise, COVID-19 cases continue to multiply quickly in Yemen, where a marked uptick in deaths in
Aden suggests unrestricted community transmission of the virus. Meanwhile, several countries that
had recently eased coronavirus restrictions have re-imposed curbs on personal movement and social
interactions, along with announcing tougher penalties for violating hygiene guidelines, after
experiencing a surge of new COVID-19 cases over the past week. These are likely to remain in effect
through at least the upcoming Eid al-Fitr holiday, and possibly longer, as local authorities attempt to
prevent a new wave of the pandemic.
COVID-19 continues to spread throughout the MENA region. In general, infection rates appear
to remain largely stable; however, a handful of countries continue to record sizeable daily
case jumps, including a few that appeared to have contained their coronavirus outbreak.
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

COVID-19 cases in the MENA have increased by roughly 18 percent since May 12. The pace
of new infections continues to decline relative to past weeks, suggesting the region continues
to approach the apex of its outbreak; however, the overall slowing rate appears to be
decelerating as well, raising the possibility that the pandemic could linger.
Israel (0.75%), Tunisia (1.07%), the Palestinian territories (3.47%), and Turkey (7.74%)
registered the smallest case increase rates since May 12, continuing a flattening of their
respective coronavirus curves.
Weeks after appearing to have contained the spread of COVID-19, Jordan (9.20%) and
Lebanon (9.66%) have experienced a recent rise in cases, though it remains to be seen
whether the spikes will be temporary or coalesce into a larger, more prolonged resurgence.
Iran continues to be hit by a new surge of coronavirus cases, with authorities recording nearly
2,300 new cases on May 18 alone, the highest single-day jump since April 5.
The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) region—Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
and the United Arab Emirates—continues to witness an acceleration of its collective
coronavirus epidemic, with the rate of new cases ranging between 20 percent and 63 percent
over the past week.
In particular, the COVID-19 case tallies in Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, and Bahrain have increased
by 63%, 52%, 41%, and 36%, respectively, since May 12.
The COVID-19 epidemics in Afghanistan and Pakistan continues to accelerate, with the
countries’ caseloads increasing by 54 percent and 34 percent, respectively, since May 12.
After being declared an “infested city” by local authorities last week, Aden has now witnessed
at least five times more deaths than normal, according to a nongovernmental organization and
medical sources, furthering suspicion that COVID-19 is circulating unrestricted and undetected
in Yemen.

Many of the countries that have witnessed a resurgence of cases or otherwise high daily
incidence of new infections had or were in the process of restoring normalcy to local
economies and daily lives, prompting some to reinstate lockdown measures and other antivirus efforts.
•
•

Morocco and the Palestinian Authority have extended medical states of emergency through at
least June 10 and June 5, respectively.
The Qatari government has ordered the closure of all stores and commercial activities, except
for food and catering shops, pharmacies, and restaurants providing delivery service, from May
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•
•

•
•
•
•

19-30. Authorities also announced tougher penalties for those who disregard the emirate’s
guidelines on compulsory face mask use.
Saudi authorities will enforce a 24-hour nationwide curfew from May 23-27 for the Eid al-Fitr
holiday.
Egypt will tighten restrictions for Eid al-Fitr, including moving up the start time of the 9:00 PM to
6:00 AM local time curfew to 5:00 PM local time, and ordering shut shops, malls, restaurants,
entertainment facilities, beaches, and public parks from May 24-29. All public transportation
services will be suspended as well.
The Iraqi government has extended a nationwide curfew through May 24, while six districts in
Baghdad will be placed under a 24-hour curfew from May 20-June 3.
The Lebanese government observed a four-day nationwide lockdown on May 14-17, with all
non-essential businesses and public spaces recently allowed to reopen required to close.
Pakistani authorities have extended the suspension of international flights through May 31.
Authorities in Turkey will enforce a four-day lockdown from May 23 through May 26 after
imposing similar measures the past five weekends and on national holidays. A ban on entry
and exit by land, air, and sea to Istanbul, Ankara, and Izmir, among other urban centers,
remains in place.

At the same time, authorities in some countries to continue to lift restrictions on personal
movement across most of the region, reflecting a varied approach to restoring normalcy amid
the COVID-19 pandemic.
•

•
•

Tunisia has shortened a nightly curfew and remains in the first phase of its three-stage
strategy to lift COVID-19 containment measures, with public institutions, industries, services,
and construction companies having been permitted to resume activities with 50 percent of
personnel. Additionally, hair and beauty salons, clothing stores, and shopping malls are also
allowed to reopen, provided they follow the health ministry’s guidelines.
Schools in 130 Iranian cities regarded as low-risk for COVID-19 were allowed to reopen on
May 16.
Weekly souks, or markets, in 12 Moroccan regions free of or considered low-risk for COVID-19
were allowed to reopen on May 10.

Security incidents continue to increase as anti-virus efforts are lifted, and amid mounting
socioeconomic tensions.
•

•

Following weeks of coronavirus-related lockdown and curfew measures, protest activity in Iraq
has gradually begun to increase in recent weeks, with Shi’a militia supporters storming a
Saudi-owned television station outside of Baghdad on May 18, and 100 people arrested during
a protest by mostly government employees, activists, and journalists in Duhok, Iraqi Kurdistan,
over salaries on May 16.
Cyber-attacks between Iran and Israel appear to have become more audacious, as the latter is
suspected of having perpetrated a hacking attack on the former’s Shahid Rajaei Port on May 9
that caused massive back-ups on waterways and roads leading to the facility. The incident was
presumably intended as retaliation for a cyberattack that caused minor disruptions to local
water and sewage systems in Israel last month. Iranian hackers have also been accused of
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•
•

•
•

targeting the US-based biopharmaceutical company Gilead Sciences in an attempt to steal
research on the coronavirus.
Fighting between forces loyal to the internationally recognized, Saudi-backed government and
the UAE-backed Southern Transitional Council (STC) has raged in Abyan governorate over
the past week despite the continued spike in COVID-19 cases.
Violence continues to intensity across Afghanistan, with fighting reported in 20 of the country’s
34 provinces on May 17-18 alone. According to the UN, the Taliban was responsible for 280
civilian casualties in April, 25 percent more than during the same period in 2019. Afghan
security forces were reportedly blamed for 172 casualties, an increase of 38 percent.
In light of Ramadan and Eid al-Fitr, both of which have traditionally been accompanied by
increased militancy, Islamic State-linked fighters have stepped up attacks in Iraq, Syria,
Afghanistan, and Egypt in recent weeks.
There has been an uptick in communal violence in Jerusalem and the West Bank following a
relative lull in attacks, and despite the sides having shown signs of cooperation their response
to the COVID-19 pandemic. Tensions are presently escalated over talk that Israel’s new
government could push to extend sovereignty over territory in the West Bank that the
Palestinians envision as part of a future state.

SPREAD OF COVID-19: LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN
Throughout Latin America and the Caribbean, the total number of confirmed COVID-19 cases has
risen to at least 551,661. This amounts to an increase of 42 percent from last week, and suggests
that the region-wide infection rate is holding steady. Brazil’s 257,396 cases account for nearly half of
the entire region’s caseload. Peru has the second-highest caseload (94,933), followed by Mexico
(51,633), Chile (46,059), and Ecuador (33,582). The regionwide death toll has increased to 30,817.
Brazil has emerged as a major hotspot in the worldwide pandemic. Its COVID-19 caseload currently
stands as the third highest in the world. However, the country’s testing levels remain low, and some
studies have posited that the actual number of cases in Brazil could conceivably rival or even surpass
those in the United States. The upward trend appears unlikely to change in the near term, as
President Jair Bolsonaro continues to downplay the severity of the disease. It is possible that the
country could be designated as the new epicenter of the global pandemic in the coming weeks.
Several recent investigations have determined that open-air marketplaces have proven to be major
vectors for COVID-19 transmission throughout Latin America. As purchasing groceries has remained
an “essential” activity, such locations have been permitted to stay open throughout the various
quarantines and lockdown orders that have been imposed across the region. Still, the large numbers
of tightly packed vendor stalls coupled with the high volume of foot traffic have proven to be a
dangerous combination. At least 25 COVID-19 cases and two deaths have been linked to Mexico
City’s Central de Abasto market, although local commentators have speculated that the actual figure
is likely much higher. In Colombia, at least 30 cases have been linked to Bogotá’s Corabastos
market, prompting authorities to put new restrictions into place. In Brazil, at least 30 COVID-19
fatalities have been linked to the CEAGESP wholesale market in São Paulo.
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Pockets of unrest and protest activity also continue to crop up in relation to the ongoing pandemic. In
Mexico, some factory workers took to the streets of Ciudad Juárez on Monday to protest against the
imminent reopening of assembly plants that had previously been deemed “non-essential.” In Chile,
over 100 residents of a low-income neighborhood in Santiago defied the citywide lockdown order on
Monday to protest against worsening food shortages. In Ecuador, Panama, and several other
countries throughout the region, there have been similar episodes of protest activity and/or looting in
recent weeks. The potential for further demonstrations, labor actions, or episodes of unrest will likely
remain elevated in the coming weeks, as the economic downturn continues to squeeze the region’s
low-income and working-class families.
Updates Around the Region
Brazil
The infection rate in Brazil is among the highest on record. As of Monday, the country’s caseload had
grown to become the third highest in the world, and it continues to climb almost exponentially.
Moreover, testing levels remain relatively low, signifying that the actual scope of the country’s
outbreak is likely much higher. Obtaining an accurate count is further complicated by the fact that

Brazil: COVID-19 Caseload by State

Source: Brazilian Ministry of Health
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infections have spread widely throughout many of the country’s favelas and indigenous communities,
where access to healthcare is severely limited. Researchers at the University of São Paulo Medical
School recently released scientific models that indicate the true number of infections in Brazil could
be up to 16 times higher than the official figures, which would make Brazil the epicenter of the
worldwide pandemic. Manaus and several other cities have resorted to digging mass graves to
accommodate the mounting death toll.
The country currently has a patchwork of different restrictions on mobility and businesses. Some
municipalities that initially began to ease restrictions have since reversed course and reinstituted
them. Others have lifted such restrictions, and some never implemented any at all. Jair Bolsonaro
continues to criticize governors and mayors that have enacted lockdowns, despite the fact the recent
opinion polls show a majority of residents support such measures. He has also continued to flout
social distancing recommendations by attending rallies and protests against lockdown orders. Health
Minister Nelson Teich resigned late last week, marking the second time that the cabinet post has
been vacated in less than a month.
In recent weeks, manufacturing has continued to gradually resume throughout much of the country,
albeit at reduced levels and with tighter health protocols. General Motors reopened its São Caetano
do Sul plant on Monday. The factory, which produces the Chevrolet Tracker, has begun with one shift
of employees at a time, and will steadily normalize over the coming weeks.
Peru
New COVID-19 infections continue to grow almost exponentially, despite the fact that Peru has
implemented some of the most stringent lockdown measures in the region. President Martín Vizcarra
has extended the nationwide quarantine until May 24th. The nationwide nightly curfew (8:00 PM to
5:00 AM local time) will remain in effect as well. Recent investigations have found that food markets
in Peru have proven to be one of the most significant channels of transmission. There are over 1,200
marketplaces in the city of Lima alone, where tens of thousands of merchants congregate to sell
some 8,000 tons of food every day. As purchasing groceries is considered essential, such markets
have been permitted to remain open throughout the quarantine. Outside of the capital, new outbreaks
have begun to afflict some of the country’s indigenous communities in the Amazon in recent weeks.
As local healthcare institutions have been quickly overwhelmed, Peruvian authorities have
announced plans to rapidly build a new hospital in Pucallpa, the capital of the Amazonian department
of Ucayali.
Mexico
As of this writing, May 4th still marks Mexico’s apex in terms of new COVID-19 cases in a single day.
The country has initiated a phased reopening plan, which aims to gradually scale back restrictions on
businesses and personal mobility. Still, a number of municipalities across the country that had been
greenlit to reopen on Monday have opted not to do so out of an abundance of caution.
The federal government has also reclassified mining and the “manufacturing of transport equipment”
(which includes both the automotive industry and the aerospace sector) as essential businesses.
Such sectors will be authorized to resume limited operations with enhanced safety protocols on June
1st. However, the decision has proven to be highly controversial. On Monday, over 100 employees of
assembly plants (locally known as “maquiladoras”) gathered in Ciudad Juárez to hold a protest. The
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disaffected workers contend that keeping factories open amid the pandemic prioritizes profits over the
safety of employees. The issue is particularly contentious because several dozen employees of
“essential” factories along the Mexico-U.S. border have died of COVID-19 since the onset of the
pandemic. In some cases, victims have claimed that inadequate safety precautions had been
implemented in their workplace. It is highly likely that there will be additional demonstrations and
potentially labor actions among maquiladora workers in the coming weeks, particularly in border cities
such as Ciudad Juárez, Tijuana, and Mexicali.
Chile
President Sebastián Piñera has come under criticism for easing restrictions prematurely. Chile set a
record-high one-day death toll on Sunday (29 fatalities), and some parts of the country have
experienced a rebound in COVID-19 cases in recent days. A resurgence of cases in Santiago
prompted authorities to enact a new citywide lockdown. Many of the capital’s densely populated
slums are being the hardest hit. To address such disparities, President Piñera gave a televised
address on Sunday, in which he announced that the government would begin to distribute 2.5 million
baskets of food to low-income families, boost the number of available shelters, and improve
accessibility to loans for small businesses. However, the announcement failed to stave off unrest. On
Monday, an estimated 100 people defied the lockdown order in Santiago’s low-income neighborhood
of El Bosque, to protest against worsening food shortages. Demonstrators threw rocks, lit piles of
trash on fire to block roads, and clashed with riot police. There have been sporadic reports of looting
in recent days as well.
Ecuador
Ecuador’s strict lockdowns have largely been credited with “flattening the curve” of new COVID-19
infections. Authorities have devised a three-tiered “traffic light” reopening plan. The city of Guayaquil,
the epicenter of the country’s outbreak, is slated to be downgraded from a “red light” to a “yellow light”
on Wednesday, May 20th. Under the new designation, non-essential businesses in the city will be
permitted to resume face-to-face operations at 50 percent of their normal staffing levels. The
downgrade also loosens restrictions on automobile traffic and reduces the hours of the nightly curfew.

SPREAD OF COVID-19: SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA
Over the last week, the number of confirmed COVID-19 cases in sub-Saharan Africa has risen to
over 62,000. The number of deaths has also grown to more than 1,400. The percentage increase in
cases has decreased slightly compared to previous weeks, indicating that the pandemic could be
stabilizing. This appears particularly true in countries that have enacted strict lockdown and
confinement measures and coupled these with widespread testing. However, several countries have
also experienced significant increases in cases, including some that have recently lifted or relaxed
their restrictions. This trend has exposed the risks in lifting anti-infection measures and has raised
concerns regarding a second wave of cases as a growing number of countries have begun to
gradually relax their restrictions. While the lifting of the lockdowns could help defuse tensions,
lockdown fatigue continues to pose a risk and has resulted in continuing protests, clashes with
security forces, and strike threats.
The number of confirmed COVID-19 cases and deaths has continued to rise across subSaharan Africa but appears to be stabilizing.
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•
•
•
•
•

As of the morning of Tuesday, May 19, a total of 62,415 confirmed cases have been reported
across the region. This marks a 35% increase compared to last Tuesday, May 12.
The number of fatalities has also risen by approximately 31% to 1,413.
The percentage increase in confirmed cases and fatalities is lower than in previous weeks,
suggesting that the pandemic could be stabilizing.
Lesotho announced its first confirmed case on May 13, meaning that all countries and
territories have now reported cases.
The number of countries and territories experiencing community transmission has risen to at
least 25. Only a handful of countries are experiencing sporadic cases.

Six countries did not record any new cases over the last week and minimal increases were
reported in a number of other countries, many of which have implemented strict lockdowns,
confinements, and other anti-infection measures.
•

•

No new cases were recorded in Comoros, Eritrea, Mauritius, Namibia, Seychelles, and
Tanzania in the past week. All of these countries, except Tanzania, implemented strict
lockdown or confinement measures. Tanzania has not released any new official data since late
April.
Minimal increases were reported in several countries, notably Reunion, Botswana, and
Rwanda, all of which have enacted strict anti-infection measures.

Substantial increases in cases were reported in some countries, including several that began
lifting or relaxing their anti-infection measures earlier this month.
•

•

Exponential increases in cases were recorded in Mauritania (913%), Zambia (185%), Burundi
(121%), and Uganda (113%) over the past week. Mauritania, Zambia, and Uganda began
lifting their restrictions (such as closures of some businesses and places of worship) earlier
this month, while Burundi is one of the few countries that has largely remained open, with few
restrictions in place.
Gabon, Ghana, Nigeria, and South Africa have also experienced increases in cases since
authorities began relaxing restrictions. While the increases in Ghana and South Africa are in
part due to more widespread testing, the potential link to the lifting of the anti-infection
measures cannot be ruled out.

South Africa remains the worst-affected country in sub-Saharan Africa, accounting for more
than a quarter of all confirmed cases in the region.
•
•

•

South Africa has recorded 16,433 confirmed cases and 286 fatalities.
The number of daily confirmed cases has risen significantly since South Africa began lifting its
lockdown on May 1, reaching a record high of 1,160 new cases on May 17. This is in part due
to increased testing; however, the percentage of positive tests has also increased slightly in
recent days.
President Cyril Ramaphosa has announced plans to move from the current Level 4 lockdown
to Level 3 by the end of May, but has warned that the country could be moving toward more
localized lockdowns, meaning some municipalities could remain under Level 4 restrictions.
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•

•

With the Western Cape remaining the epicenter of the pandemic, there is a high risk it could
remain under Level 4 lockdown into June.
Implats announced on May 16 that it has suspended operations at its Marula mine in Limpopo
after 14 workers tested positive for the virus. This is the second mine that has shut down in
recent weeks after workers tested positive, highlighting the risks of reopening, even at reduced
capacity. It has also led unions to demand greater protection and could raise the risk of strikes
or protests by mineworkers.
Although there were reports last month that gangs in the Western Cape had reached a truce
during the lockdown and were working together to deliver food and supplies, a gang boss was
shot dead last week in the Cape Flats, suggesting that the truce could be falling apart. This
could overturn the recent trend toward a decrease in violent crime rates, including murder,
since the lockdown went into effect.

There are growing concerns that trucking corridors are becoming hotspots for virus
transmission.
•

•

•

Last week, Ugandan authorities reported that nearly half of all confirmed cases in the country
involved truck drivers. Significant congestion was also reported along the Uganda-Kenya
border last month after Uganda began mandatory testing for all foreign truck drivers entering
the country.
Kenya closed its borders with Tanzania and Somalia to non-cargo traffic on May 16 due to a
rise in cross-border cases and has announced plans to require all cargo drivers to undergo
mandatory testing. This was announced after 78 truck drivers from neighboring countries
tested positive for the virus in Kenya.
Zambia briefly closed its border with Tanzania on May 9 following an uptick in cases in the
border town of Nakonde. The closure temporarily delayed copper exports through Dar es
Salaam, but the border has since reopened.

While a few countries have extended their lockdowns, curfews, and other anti-infection
measures, an increasing number have begun easing them. There are concerns that this could
lead to an uptick in confirmed cases, particularly if testing and tracing are not ramped up.
•
•
•

•

Sudan, Kenya, Eswatini, and Equatorial Guinea have extended their lockdowns over the past
week.
Zimbabwe, Republic of Congo, and Cape Verde have begun gradually lifting their lockdowns
and confinements. Niger and Senegal have also relaxed or lifted their curfews.
South Sudan and Tanzania have lifted their bans on international passenger flights. However,
most countries have kept their borders closed to non-cargo traffic and maintained their
suspensions of international passenger flights.
Nigeria has delayed its planned phased reopening of the Federal Capital Territory, Lagos, and
Ogun State. On May 18, authorities announced that the current phase of the reopening will be
extended for two weeks due to the “grave danger” to the population. This highlights the
potential that countries could backtrack on their decisions to reopen and potentially reinstitute
strict anti-infection measures.

©2020 Everbridge

Everbridge.com - 25 Corporate Drive, Suite 400. Burlington, MA, US 01803

24

Lockdown fatigue has remained a serious concern, resulting in continued protests, clashes
with security forces, and strike threats.
•

•
•
•

•

•

Angolan security forces shot and killed a teenager last Friday, May 15, during a protest against
an awareness campaign on the use of face masks. The incident was the second deadly clash
over COVID-19 policies in the country.
Ethiopian police killed one person and injured two others while enforcing social distancing
measures in Mekelle, located in the Tigray Region, overnight on May 17.
Opposition leader Stella Nyanzi attempted to protest in Kampala, Uganda on May 17 over the
lockdown but was arrested.
On May 17, Cameroonian police clashed with demonstrators outside of the Douala home of a
popular pastor who died of COVID-19 one day earlier. Hundreds of Pastor Frankline Ndifor’s
supporters gathered outside of his home to pray for his resurrection and there are fears of a
possible cluster of cases in the area as Ndifor had touched many of his supporters, claiming he
could cure COVID-19.
At least six healthcare workers have been injured in Cameroon since May 14 in a series of
attacks by people upset at their COVID-19 diagnoses or those of loved ones. The angry
crowds have also exhumed at least four corpses in Douala and Bafoussam. In response, the
National Medical Council of Cameroon has called for greater protection and the risk of protests
and/or labor actions cannot be ruled out.
In Zimbabwe, three female opposition youth leaders were arrested and briefly disappeared on
May 13 after holding a spontaneous protest in Harare to demand food and social protection
during the COVID-19 lockdown.

ASSESSMENT
As countries with major outbreaks, such as the United States, Russia, and the UK, take steps to ease
their respective restrictions, the potential impact remains to be seen for progress on stabilizing and
reducing new cases as well as reducing daily deaths. Countries with active, ongoing outbreaks
continue to pose challenges to neighboring countries, including from the risk of transmission by crossborder transporters who have been exempted from entry restrictions. Several countries in the process
of easing restrictions have seen localized hotspots of new cases often being linked to transmission
among employees of the same workplace, whether in the facility itself or dormitories provided for
workers. Protests linked to the COVID-19 crisis are expected to continue in the coming weeks and
months, with inequalities frequently being exacerbated by the crisis and the risk of recoveries favoring
those already more able to make the most of restarts and adapt to a new normal.
Several vaccine candidates around the world have advanced in the development process, though no
prospective vaccine is currently anticipated to be available to the general public at least before the
end of this year. Despite months ahead of COVID-19 being active around the world, advances in the
understanding of the virus may help governments, businesses, and individuals adapt to mitigate risks
of exposure and spread while optimizing the volume and nature of socioeconomic activities during
this period. As doctors and scientists develop a greater understanding of the virus, the myriad ways it
has been found to impact human hosts has been underscored by the recent warnings of a rare but
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serious multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children that is believed to be linked to COVID-19.
More information on the syndrome can be found at the American CDC
(https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/2020/han00432.asp) and European Centre for Disease Prevention
and Control (https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/paediatric-inflammatory-multisystemsyndrome-and-sars-cov-2-rapid-risk-assessment). It is advised to continue monitoring the shifting
pandemic and associated lockdown measures, to abide by national and sub-national restrictions, and
to follow guidance from personal healthcare providers as well as national and international health
organizations.
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